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Dear Students, Parents and Teachers,

Usha Pravin Gandhi College of Arts, Science & Commerce is an institution that strives to be the best with a 
futuristic outlook, endorsing a students with a holistic development. The college firmly endeavours to redefine 
the perspective towards education which is not as an end but as a means to unravel immense possibilities.

The Covid-19 pandemic has been a precipitous universal phenomenon which has forced societies & econo-
mies to redefine and reshape themselves.  In these tumultuous times, Usha Pravin Gandhi College of Arts, 
Science & Commerce has braved the tremors well and transitioned smoothly with the help of technology and 
expertise. The online education including theory and practical subjects has been all-encompassing along with 
curricular & extra-curricular activities.

������������
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Given the vast changes in the scenario at the nation-
al & international level and constant evolution in the 
field of Management, information Technology & 
Mass Media, the College has indeed managed to 
emerge as a leader and continues to march towards 
meeting industry demands. This toil for excellence 
is aided by the state of the art infrastructure the 
College boasts of.

The College continues its march towards reaching 
new vistas and exploring new horizons even during 
these trying times with mentoring the students and 
being facilitators to help them achieve their best 
be it online internships, exposure to international 
institutions & regular academia-industry interface, 
not to forget an inculcation of moral and social 
values.
I convey my best wishes to the entire team and am 
sure that Usha Pravin Gandhi College of Arts, 
Science & Commerce will continue with the same 
vigour & resolve for the new academic year 
2021-2022.



Dear Students, Parents and Teachers,
2020 has been an unconventional year, especially 
for all the stakeholders in higher education. While 
governments and countries battled with the after-
math of the tragedy unfolding with the virus, the 
young students had to also deal with the changing 
scenario in the economic and educational sector. 
According to UNESCO, over 320 million students in 
Indian schools and colleges have been significantly 
impacted due to the pandemic that has pushed the 
world towards drastically reinventing ways of 
coping with the ‘new normal’. While today we stand 
at the critical juncture of possibly recovering from 
the second wave of Covid 19 that our country has 
seen, it also becomes imperative to realistically 
understand the short and long-term impact and 
future measures we need to plan for growing higher 
education institutions like ours. 

After the initial phase of complete overhaul, an 
immediate and effective response to the crisis in 
2020 was to go digital. At UPG we adapted to 
online teaching, assessment and evaluation very 
rapidly and migrated to online administrative tasks 
and admissions very effectively. 

Henceforth developing robust online platforms 
have become necessary to offer continuity in learn-
ing. In view of the fact that if the crisis continues, the 
digital divide can be tackled to ensure consistent 
educational delivery by involving academia, 
business enterprises  from both public and private 
sector and working to a new form of hybrid teach-
ing methodology.  

Good teachers, revamped curricula and effective 
tools will ensure students stay involved and active in 
the learning process. Innovative new forms of collab-
oration and alternative paradigms are needed to 
drive learning, research and teaching. 

Sharing of knowledge between institutions globally 
through joint-teaching, virtual guest lectures, etc. 
could give students an enriched global perspective in 
these difficult times, needless to say keeping all the 
above in mind, UPG College is geared up for imple-
mentation of all these new initiatives.

COVID-19 has been extraordinarily challenging for 
universities and students, and the disruption is likely to 
persist beyond the rollout of the vaccine. The 
demands on academic staff and students have been – 
and continue to be – unparalleled. A point to note is 
that as electronic connectivity has increased, we all 
have begun to lose personal connections and inner 
peace.  It is my observation that the gaps in our curricu-
lum do not allow the young student to build strong 
interpersonal relationships or even learn to resolve 
conflicts. This has to be a shared responsibility of the 
parents and the home environment they choose to 
provide for their children.

Both educators and parents must manage work-life 
balance while teaching and learning continues in a 
these largely unfamiliar times.
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Little did I know last year, as I was lazing in my bed with laptop as my digital consort, penning the editor’s 
piece for the 2020 edition of Chrysalis, that Corona virus would still be a part of our lives, continuing to 
ravage us in the most unexpected ways. That may be the sad part, but the good news is that we have learnt 
to live with the virus. Life at UPG has achieved a semblance normalcy in a post-Covid world. (The new 
normal in an abnormal world, whatever that means!) Whether one were to speak about the committee activ-
ities or faculty enhancement initiatives, UPG has adopted the right attitude to sail the unruly waves that 
have wrecked us all along for the last year and a half.
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A Wave that Rocked us, but UPG Decided to Rock it!

Of all the committees that continued to make 
an impact with online events, it was NSS that 
outshone all of them, and by quite a distance, 
with their relentless pursuits to create a social 
impact through the means of a hybrid 
approach, which was a mix of online sessions 
and physical events. Talking about the depart-
mental activities, the youngest department - 
the B.A.F.T department, hosted an impressive 
number of international and national level 
events, even securing tie-ups with institutes of 
international repute. Like I said before, UPG 
has sailed the Covid wave with flying colours, 
turning every problem into an opportunity, 
moving from strength to strength. A lion’s 
share of the credit goes to the HOI, Dr Anju 
Kapoor, who has with great equanimity and 
inimitable foresight steered the ship through 
the most troubled waters UPG, like all other 
academic institutions, has ever seen and ever 
will. On that note, I will like to sign off!

Mayur Sarfare,
Editor-in-chief,
Chrysalis
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They say that the pen is mightier than the 
sword; well then what would they call the 
late-night sound of tapping-away-on-a-key-
board which would present itself as flashes 
of inspiration and information on people’s 
screens on the next day? If they were any of 
the students of Usha Pravin Gandhi College 
or the hundreds of other readers that this 
college newspaper has managed to win 
over within merely a few months, they 
would proudly call it by its name: Chronicle. 
Established in 2020, UPG’s Chronicle is the 
personification of the students’ passion for 
true journalism. 

chronicle

Ranim Munshi, Chronicle’s Editorial Head, 
led the newspaper towards its goal of creat-
ing a community of readers who resonate 
with honest reporting, coverage of the 
college atmosphere, and representation of 
the student body. The feats accomplished by 
the weekly paper were largely the result of 
the leadership of its Core Team; consisting of 
Ishita Jain as the Head of Graphics Depart-
ment, Mitali Sawant as the Head of PR and 
Marketing Department, Naman Trivedi as 
the Head of Content Department, Nikhil 
Somani as the Head of Technology Depart-
ment, and Keval Vora serving as the Creative 
Consultant.
Chronicle made use of its small space in the 
virtual universe to create initiatives that left a 
big impact on its readers. The newspaper’s 
website hosted more than 50 articles under 
their corresponding tabs; ranging from Food 
and Lifestyle, Social Issues, Art and Culture, 
Sports, Current Affairs, COVID-19, Editorials, 
Reviews, and College and Events. Despite 
the vast areas of news coverage already 
traversed through such beats, the curiosity of 
the Chronicle’s reporters didn’t stop here. 
Chronicle came out with its own version of a 
photoblog deriving inspiration from the 
Official Humans of Bombay. 

Stories of various UPG students and staff members 
were featured in the series ‘Human of UPG’ which 
aimed to throw light on the uniqueness brought by 
each member of the college community through 
interviews. Other than human-centric tales, the 
newspaper also ventured into bringing commerce 
news to its readers with the start of ‘Chronicle 
Business’. The initiative focused on giving updates 
on business industries and their biggest players in a 
short 40–50 words format.
Keeping their eyes on the goal of making news 
more accessible and appealing to the student 
body, Chronicle also introduced the easy-to-con-
sume daily news series of ‘Crisp with Chronicle’ as 
well as the advanced version, ‘Weekly Worldview’. 
Both enterprises established a presence on social 
media platforms, providing a collection of the most 
crucial pieces of news from India and the rest of the 
world in less than 60 words.
When everything was forced to make the shift to 
the online world in the past year, UPG’s Chronicle 
not only sowed the seeds of its foundation there 
but also managed to flourish. With its motto of “By 
the students, for the students”, this college newspa-
per run by an undergraduate staff continues to 
unwaveringly strive towards its goal of looking past 
the temporary state of social distancing and focus-
ing on the permanent creation of a community 
amongst the student body.
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Under the guidance of Principal Anju Kapoor 
and Prof. Mayur Vyas, the student leadership 
body for the Buddy Project 2020-21 was 
formed. President Harshita Rathi, Vice-President 
Naman Trivedi, and Career Concern Head Kash-
ish Mehta led the charge, with Hetvi Surti(BMM), 
Vaidehi Modi(BMS), Monica Choudhary(BSc.IT.), 
and Krusha Dedhia(BA) heading the specific 
streams for the year. Under them, there were 40 
other SY and TY students who were appointed 
as Buddies to the first-year students. 
The first event on the docket of TBP 2020-21 
was the Buddy Induction ceremony, where the 
core members introduced the newly selected 
buddies and conducted an ice-breaking session 
that helped everyone to gel together. After their 
induction, the buddies underwent a boot camp 
where the core committee explained to them 
the working of the Buddy project and their 
responsibilities as a buddy. From helping them 
gather notes to study to organizing seminars 
and events to lower their stress, TBP was on its 
toes all year round to fulfill its duty and responsi-
bility. 

Starting anything new is always a 
challenging task, and starting a new 
chapter of your life i.e. college, in the 
middle of a deadly pandemic is an even 
bigger challenge. In order to help the 
newly inducted First years adjust to their 
new college life in Usha Pravin Gandhi 
College, The Buddy Project was there. 
The mentorship channel of our college 
guides FY’s with ways in which they can 
improve their college experience and 
navigate through the halls of UPG. This 
year the responsibilities of our commit-
tee became even more crucial because 
of the covid-19 pandemic. This year, the 
students were going to enter their 
colleges for the first time through their 
laptop screens. And it wasn't only the 
FY’s who had to improvise their meth-
ods, the Second and Third and year 
students who were going to be their 
mentors or ‘Buddy’, through this commit-
tee, also had to improvise their methods 
to communicate with the juniors whom 
they haven't met face-to-face. 

tbp
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The boot camp was followed by the committee's next event ‘The Social Hunt’. The event featured 
where different teams had to crawl through the social media handles of other college committees 
to gather clues and solve puzzles and riddles to win the competition. The final event of the year 
was the committee's flagship event ‘The UPG Annual Quiz’, where teams from across the college 
face off against each other in a round-robin questionnaire and try to outsmart one another with 
General Knowledge prowess and team coordination. 

Apart from the aforementioned events, the committees also worked to provide the first-year 
student with internship opportunities as, through internships and part-time jobs, students acquire 
valuable knowledge of how to cope with the dynamic of a workplace. The Buddy project helps the 
student get these internships through its stream-specific internship channels.   
Having a good college experience is as important as earning your degree. And the first step in that 
direction is a successful transition to college in the first year. The Buddy Project helps the newly 
admitted first-year students with getting to know our college and its functioning better. Through 
various events, seminars and internships, the Buddy project eases the life of our FYs. Whether your 
problems are big or small, your buddy is always there for you.

tbp



������������������
UPG’s Cultural Committee is one of the most 
active committees of the college. With a huge 
number of members, the committee is 
responsible for representing the college in 
various fests and events in different cultural 
activities. These activities include dance, 
music, drama, fine arts, sports and gaming 
and literary arts. They are responsible for 
giving 
extracurricular activities a push and ensuring 
that there is always a stage for your talent.

The core of the committee is responsible for 
the overall functioning and ensuring that the 
committee runs smoothly and utilises its talent 
in the best possible way. The Secretary of the 
committee is Aman Panigrahi. The Joint 
Secretary is Asthir Kushwaha and the Co-Joint 
Secretary is Ayushi Mehta. The Heads of Logis-
tics are Preksha Jiwani and Riyana Babbar. 
Shuruti Lohia is responsible for the finance of 
the 
committee. The PR is handled by HODs Diya 
Jhalani and Shreya Gautam. Vyom Shah is the 
Head of Graphics.

Each division has a HOD who is responsible for 
selecting the members and forming the teams 
for different events. They are also responsible 
for helping their members in honing their skills 
and crafts. The HOD for Fine Arts is Yaashna. 
Nishka Shah is the HOD of Music while 
Aryaman Padate is the CO-HOD of Music. 
Pritha Vashishth is the HOD for Drama. HODs 
Dheer Ved and Shreya Shobhane manage the 
functioning of Sports and Gaming. The HOD for 
Dance is Hrishita Doshi. Apart from handling 
logistics, Preksha Jiwani is also the HOD for 
Literary Arts. 

2020 was a difficult year for the committee. 
With new obstacles and hurdles, it was a 
challenge that we had never faced before. But 
despite all the challenges and the change in 
medium, the committee shined bright. The 
participation was high and so were the number 
of trophies. The students of our college 
impressed in every fest they entered and left 
their mark. The HODs and their members 
ensured that they put out their best every single 
time.

cc



cc
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They organised many events and workshops 
throughout the year. Content Connect, a work-
shop on content writing was facilitated by Prek-
sha Jiwani, the Head of Abstract 
Expressions Division and Scholarly 
Expressions. The visiting speaker was Vandana 
Sengupta, the organizer and chief of Viva Voice 
Foundation. In the workshop, attendees 
learned about writing quality content with the 
help of exercises and tips by the speaker. 
During Navratri, a Garba workshop was 
organised for the understudies by the 
committee. Antipode Verse, a poetry 
competition, was also organised by the 
committee. It was facilitated by Preksha Jiwani. 
Mr Sriram Deshpande was the 
adjudicator on the occasion. 
He also presented some of his work in the 
end for the participants. The next event was the 
Music Talent Hunt. It was a stage for all 
the students to portray their talent in music 
across styles. It included performances in west-
ern vocals, Indian vocals, instrumentals, rap, 
folk and so on. 

cc
The social panel of the committee organised a 
finance workshop. Mr Sriram Deshpande was 
the speaker and he gave the attendees some 
valuable advice on handling their finances. A 
dance workshop on the song “Naach Meri 
Rani'' was also conducted by the committee. 
Ms Amrita Rao conducted a Fitness Boot-
camp for the students. She gave the attend-
ees some tips on how to exercise at home in 
addition to diet and rest schedules. The 
Department of Fine Arts facilitated a work-
shop by Mr. Abhijeet Kini. In this workshop, he 
gave tips on how the attendees can create 
their own superhero costumes. He taught 
them the basics of how to create a hero and 
what details should be thought of while 
making the costume. 
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The committee also represented the 
college in various events of other 
colleges and brought in multiple 
trophies. In Inferno, the college won 
the first prize in the Photography 
event and the second prize in the 
Literary Arts competition. In Kshitij, 
the college won the second podium 
overall and individual trophies in 
Photography, Fine Arts, Literary Arts 
and Sports. The college also won 
the second podium in IIT Bombay’s 
Mood Indigo, a fest that saw more 
than 5000 colleges from across the 
country participate. The college also 
won individual trophies in Drama 
and Literary Arts. In Skillx, the 
college won second and third podi-
ums in the individual Sports and 
Gaming events. In Umang, the 
college won first prize in Gaming 
and Sports. 

The college also won the overall 
second podium in Mirage, in addi-
tion to individual Dance, Fine Arts, 
Literary Arts and Sports trophies. In 
Jallosh, apart from a trophy in the 
Reel-Making competition, the 
college also brought home the over-
all second podium. Spark was the 
most successful event of the year 
with the college bringing home the 
overall first podium, Best College 
award, Best CL award and 11 
trophies in Literary Arts events and 
IT events.

The committee also organizes events of its own but 
due to the challenges of the pandemic, it was unable 
to do so. However, the year was still a success and the 
next year’s committee will have big shoes to fill.cc cc
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e-cellcc

The Entrepreneurship Cell of UPG strives to help 
build young entrepreneurs. The committee 
seeks to give the members a brief idea of the 
skills needed for being an entrepreneur and 
foster them to take a stand while knowing that 
one’s courage and confidence are what defines a 
leader.

The E-Cell hopes to give students of UPG an 
opportunity to sharpen their skills while aiming 
to help them rejuvenate from the frazzling 
college lectures and break through the mundane 
routine. The main goal of the committee is to 
give a boost to future change makers and mould 
them.

“The best teachers don’t give you the answer, 
they spark within you the desire to find the 
answer yourself.” The teachers in charge for the 
academic year 2020-21 were Prof. Abhijeet 
Mohite, Prof. Shubhangi Nargund, Prof. Ashish 
Mehta, and Prof. Swapnali Lolitakar. The E-cell’s 
core committee that led to the success of the 
events conducted throughout includes President 
Divya Mehta, Vice-Presidents Araish Bihari and 
Dhrumi Shah, HOD (Events) Virali Shah and 
Sannya Duggal, HOD (Productions and IT) Jay 
Vora and Ronak Varia, HOD (Student Engage-
ment) Dhruv Shah and Neha Khoja, HOD (Mar-
keting) Simran Singh and Moksha Mehta, HOD 
(Creatives) Isha Kacha and Ishita Doshi, and HOD 
(PR) Disha Pokardasani and Rashi Khandelwal.

The year was started with an event called ‘Match-
making’. Each team was given a brand mascot 
and had to match the given mascot with another 
brand's mascot or a cartoon character. Partici-
pants were also supposed to assign a new innova-
tive product to their match, for which their pair 
was the brand ambassador. Finally, they had to 
pitch their product and match to the audience.

The second event, Bid-o-poly, was based on build-
ing an empire of countries around the world 
through a process of bidding. Every country had a 
worth and liability attached to it. The participants 
were allocated their budgets for bidding. Finally, 
after the completion of the bidding process, the 
liabilities attached to every country were revealed. 
In order to reduce the liability and maximize the 
worth of the empire, participants were given a set 
of entertaining tasks that they had to perform. 3 
participants with the maximum worth of their 
empire were declared winners.

The most successful event of the year was ‘Stock-
athon - pull up your stocks’. As the name 
suggests, the event was about spreading knowl-
edge about the financial markets. The first day 
was marked by a seminar by Mr. Ronak Gala, the 
co-founder of ‘LeapUp’, an initiative to make 
students more employable in today's competitive 
world, and ‘Parathya Capital’. He is also the Chief 
Investment Officer of ‘Supreme Capital’. He 
covered everything ranging from the basics of the 
stock market to investment strategies for students 
and the dos and don'ts of trading. He broke down 
several complex terms and explained them in a 
simple manner.
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The second day of the event provided the participants with an opportunity to put the newly gained 
knowledge from the first day into practice through a Virtual Stock Market. The event was based on 
the interpretation of news and its effect on share prices. Each participant was given a budget of ₹10 
lakhs, to create their portfolio based on their understanding and preferences. Every participant was 
assigned a broker and all transactions were recorded through them. 3 participants with the maximum 
profits at the end were declared winners.
The year's end was marked by the final event ‘Entrepreneurs Among Us’. The background of the 
event was that the CEO of a company was murdered and the market was under the perception that 
the company had suffered a huge blow and won’t be able to survive. The company needed to revive 
its goodwill and the board had a plan to expand. Employees (Participants) had to increase sales and 
showcase their problem-solving skills to mark their position on the board.
The E-Cell aims to continue to remind the diverse youth of the power of the execution of a simple 
idea and urge the participants and organizing committee to showcase their zest and enthusiasm in 
every future event.

e-cell
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The Social Outreach Unit is the social service commit-
tee of UPG. With the tagline, “Be a reason for Some-
one’s Smile” the committee strives to reach the 
untouched strata of society. Through various activities, 
it focuses on creating a better society for everyone. 
They believe in spreading kindness and love and help-
ing as many people as possible. The force behind this 
committee is the excellent Core Team that believes in 
leading by example. The Presidents of SOU are Khushi 
Shah and Dhrumil Salva. The Events HODs are Hetvi 
Shah and Dheer Ved. Marketing for the committee is 
handled by its HODs Trisha Shah and Priyam Kapadia. 
The Creatives HODs are Vishriti Doshi and Dhwani 
Parekh. Public Relations HOD is Saakshi Shah. Samik-
sha Kala is the Graphics and Technical HOD. Hrishita 
Doshi is the Editorials HOD.

2020-2021 was a very busy year for the commit-
tee. Despite the new challenges, they conduct-
ed various activities and events and made sure 
they made an impact on people’s lives. They 
covered various topics including mental health, 
sustainability, veganism and more. On World 
Suicide Prevention Day, conducted a session for 
its members about dealing with suicidal 
thoughts. 

SOU’s first event of the year 2020-2021 was 
held. Called “The Big Brain Theory”, it was 
inspired by the popular sitcom “The Big Bang 
Theory”. The event was divided into 3 parts 
called ‘’Do you know more than an eighth-grad-
er?``,''Clear the jam”, and “Be a myth buster”. 
The tasks were created to test the knowledge of 
the participants about the environment, road 
safety and the coronavirus. There were also 
bonus questions in between the levels which 
were based on the sitcom “The Big Bang 
Theory” and the participants could boost up 
their points by answering them correctly.
During Diwali, SOU made sustainable diyas to 
use instead of candles or diyas made with paraf-
fin wax which are harmful to the environment.

 The committee also conducted a session where 
they helped their members combat overthinking. 
They gave the members tips and told them how it 
can be harmful to overthink.

The committee’s second event of the year was 
Success ki Seedi. It was conducted in collaboration 
with the Vivekananda Foundation. The event was 
filled with learning and fun activities for kids. Apart 
from being shown motivational interviews and 
speeches, the event also had a segment called 
“Giggle Gala” where the kids got to interact with 
each other and get comfortable. “Relax n Fun” was 
the next segment where kids were narrated true-life 
stories and then were asked trivia questions based 
on them. “Genius Junior” was a game consisting of 
two rounds wherein in the first round the kids were 
shown an image of an animal and a message was 
written on it. In the second round, the host asked 
questions on the message relating it to the animal.
The SOU also encouraged the use of sustainable 
Christmas trees. They shared various ideas with 
each other about celebrating a green and 
eco-friendly Christmas. SOU also made a list of 
movies and a playlist that could help its members 
deal with anxiety. They also shared tips and 
answered questions related to anxiety in the video. sou
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The committee also shared various ways of reusing plastic straws and plastic bags. They encour-
aged their members to be innovative in helping the environment. 
For the Global Veganuary festival, the committee encouraged people to go vegan. This was done 
to promote healthier eating habits and to promote the welfare of the animals. SOU also worked 
towards helping its members with ways to increase positivity not just in their lives but in the lives 
of others as well. The committee also told its members the importance of self-love. They shared 
various stories and tips with their members to encourage them to do the same.
SOU always works to make the environment cleaner and therefore, it shared with its members how 
they can help reduce the use of plastic bags and be more eco-friendly. On World Water Day, they 
encouraged people to reduce water wastage and make sure that the world’s most precious 
resource doesn’t run out. The committee also spread awareness about OCD by sharing types of 
OCD, the aids for overcoming it and for helping others.
On World Autism Day, SOU taught its fellow students how to be more sensitive towards people 
with autism. They shared guidelines on how to help someone on the autism spectrum. In another 
effort to help the environment, the committee also spread awareness about e-waste. They shared 
methods using which people can make sure they reduce e-waste and have an eco-friendlier 
outlook on life. The committee also spread awareness of PTSD. They shared answers to the FAQs 
and also educated its members on how they can help people heal from traumatic events and over-
come the challenges.
Like every year, SOU ensured that they left a positive impact on society. They hoped to reach the 
untouched strata of society and made sure that they were successful in their efforts.

sou sou
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Montage, the photography committee of UPG, is 
known for ‘stilling’ the show. What started as 4 
people with a passion for photography, has now 
grown into a committee of 40 dedicated 
photographers working day in and day out in a 
pandemic. Montage’s success is owed to the 
extremely enthusiastic teachers in charge, Prof. 
Lokesh Tardalkar, and Prof. Yatin Ingle. The diligent 
and hardworking core committee 
comprises Secretary Yukti Dedhia, Head of
 Departments Hardi Parekh, Khushi Vyas, and Rati 
Sinha, and Advisory Parth Gada. With these 
esteemed and dynamic leaders, the committee has 
blossomed into a force to be reckoned with.

During the trying times of Covid-19, Montage made 
the best of the situation by conducting virtual 
GBMs, workshops, and bonding sessions. Since 
photography is primarily based on practical learn-
ing, when the situation got a little better, a few 
offline beach sessions and photo walks were orga-
nized for the members to gain a technical under-
standing of the subject with hands-on 
experience. The committee heavily focussed on 
their social media presence, throughout the year, by 
regularly posting the experimental footage 
captured by the members. The concepts for these 
photos were based on challenges curated by the 
social media team.

The team has also showcased their talent at multi-
ple fests, including the extremely renowned Mood 
Indigo and Chakravyuh. Montage has always 
stressed the importance of research and therefore 
teaches the members to take the time out to 
conduct extensive research. Each and every 
member of the team strongly believes in learning 
while enjoying what one is truly passionate about, 
and reflects that in every single project created by 
them.

In order to improve as photographers, multiple 
workshops were organized for the members, on 
an array of topics, such as basics of photogra-
phy, enlightening lights, basics of editing, 
basics of social media, basics of video editing, 
the life of a photographer, storyboarding, utiliza-
tion of time in lockdown, blogging and growing 
your social media, unwind the creative mind, 
confidence in your craft, food photography, and 
wedding photography.

sou montage

Montage put their skills to the test by shooting 
and editing segments of the first-ever virtual 
annual day of SVKM’s Chatrabhuj Narsee 
Memorial School. Furthermore, the team 
gained hands-on experience by shooting interi-
ors of the school including the science laborato-
ries, library, and canteen for their website. Mon-
tage has grown as a team, throughout the year, 
by focusing on and understanding each mem-
ber’s strengths, identifying and working on their 
weaknesses, and encouraging them to actively 
cover all the events conducted by the college. 
Team Montage is looking forward to capturing 
every frame of authentic college life and deliver-
ing it with utmost perfection for years to come.  
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‘Digitized’ brought creativity and technology 
together in the form of website making. In this 
coding-based event, the participants were 
supposed to design code for a website that 
would reflect the theme ‘Multiverse’. The judge 
was Mrs. Neha Vora, an ever-guiding light for 
UPG students, from the BSc. IT faculty. The partic-
ipants showed utmost excitement as they were 
pushed to embrace their artistic side and spread 
their inventive wings.

In the first event of the second day ‘Typeverse’, 
the participants had to share their computer 
screen, open the link pasted in the chatbox, and 
type out the upside-down text that was written in 
front of their screen. If they didn't type correctly, 
the live ‘numbers of errors’ tracker would beep 
back at them disapprovingly while upping its 
count.

The participants could pitch in their creative 
business ideas in teams of two, in the form of a 
presentation, in the event ‘Tech-Invent’. The 
judge of the event was Mr. Karan Shah, one of 
the founders of the fest.
The most awaited event of the fest was the 
‘Bid-For-Biz’ Competition. The first round was 
conducted on the Kahoot application. The event 
started with a quiz regarding IT companies. 

As the world battled a global pandemic, Techvanza 
delivered smiles and enthusiasm through computer 
screens. Team Techvanza managed to make the best 
out of the situation by letting the ‘new normal’ be a 
channel for students to display their talents and fond-
ness for technology. 
Techvanza is an intercollegiate fest held for 3 days 
with a series of events and PR activities. A total of 
42+ colleges participated in the fest from all over 
India this year.

The organizing committee was headed by strong 
leaders including Chair Person Burhanuddin Petiwa-
la, Aesha Shah. Vice Chairperson Ronak Varia, Feni 
Pathani, and Shweta Dangle assisted the team and 
provided guidance and motivation to the audience.
The theme for the fest was a concept connecting 
philosophy and science- ‘Multiverse’. Multiverse 
suggests the possibility of a parallel or an alternative 
universe that expands beyond our own and allows 
the participants to fly as high as they can in terms of 
exploration.

In the opening ceremony, Principal Dr. Anju Kapoor 
addressed her speech to the participants, motivating 
them to perform their best. Various faculty members 
provided strong support to the team while appreciat-
ing the enthusiasm and hard work undertaken to 
conduct the fest.
The fest’s first day started off with ‘Clash of Words’, 
the prime debating event. The event provided the 
students with a chance to explore their creative side 
and convince the audience. 

The competition was chaired by college faculty Mr. 
Shriram Deshpande, who is a prolific writer and a 
communication skills expert. The participants were 
assigned general topics for debate and allowed to 
formulate their stance on the topic with their team. 
The participants created an exemplary impact on 
each other, with their great oratory skills and tremen-
dous confidence.
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The top ten participants were shortlisted for the second round which included an IT Auction. In the scenar-
io given to the participants, three major companies: TCS, Infosys, and HCL have four branches in Mumbai, 
Bangalore, Delhi, and Pune. All the bidders had to bid on each company and a branch by typing a word 
in the chatbox. The first participant to send the word got a chance to bid. The fifth round was full of excite-
ment as it was a scavenger hunt. The participants were asked to bring objects from their houses. After 
collecting the material, the participant had to type “TZ” in the chatbox. The first to complete got a chance 
to bid and own the company.
The third and the last day started much curiosity with the event ‘Techvanza Stock Exchange’, a virtual stock 
exchange program that took place on ‘moneybhai.com’. The players had Rs.1 crore in their portfolio 
account which was the intra-day trading limit. At 9, when the markets opened, the participants had to start 
investing the virtual money into shares, commodities, mutual funds, and fixed deposits to earn profit. In 
the end, when the market shut, the participants had to provide quotations of their profit and loss, 
Myspace, and balance sheet statements for which they were marked.
The last event was ‘CL Wars.’ Every CL was given the names such as Aerolite, Crater, and Neuronic. They 
were allocated different breakout rooms where a set of questions namely riddles, decoding cryptic 
messages, and tasks such as dancing, pushups awaited them. The participants were further provided 3 
attempts to answer the questions, failing to which would lead to a penalty. The CL who finished the compe-
tition first would be the winner.

The winners for the festival are as follows:

1. 1st Position- Thakur College, Dahisar.

2. 2nd Position- LS Raheja College, Santacruz.

3. Highest Participation- NK College, Malad.

4. Best CL- KES College, Kandivali

With flawless functioning and smooth working, 
Techvanza was adorned with happy faces of 
participants, as the hard work of the organizing 
committee came to life. The Techvanza team 
proved that learning must never stop.
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For Christmas, the Rotaractors spent time 
with their friends at The Children of Little 
Angel and Trishul NGO. Food donation 
drives and beach clean-ups were conduct-
ed with proper precaution and sanitiza-
tion. Innovative events such as ‘Zariya’, 
‘Vidya 3.0’, and ‘Being Womaniya’ helped 
the audience gain a different perspective 
of society and culture.
The 11th year of RCUPG was marked by 
its flagship event ‘Mauj-E-Manch.’ The 
event continued the legacy of the Rota-
ract club, as it included numerous work-
shops and fun events, spending a day 
bringing smiles on the faces of children 
from Trishul NGO. Conducting 
‘Mauj-E-Manch’ during a pandemic was 
tough but the enthusiasm and efforts of 
the entire team made the event success-
ful while being under the pandemic proto-
col. The 11th year of RCUPG was bound 
to be difficult with hurdles on the way and 
a ravaging pandemic, but the determina-
tion of the team members made RCUPG 
shine bright. It proved once again, 
“Tough times don’t last, tough people 
do.”    

The energetic and versatile members of the commit-
tee make it fun to carry out numerous activities. 
Despite a pandemic creating a sense of despair in 
society, the cheerful energy of the committee inspired 
many of the SVKM family.  The events and activities for 
the year 2021-22 took place online and offline, with 
necessary precautions and safety guidelines.  The 
committee was headed by Rtr.  Hetal Ghatad, a hard-
working and passionate leader. Rtr. Akshay Faria and 
Rtr. Naman Modi worked as strong pillars of the 
committee. Rtr. Nandini Jatania and Rtr. Priyal Shah 
provided support to the members and created a 
friendly environment in the committee.
To make the most out of lockdown, the team orga-
nized several online webinars including ‘Nawaab 
Dega Jawaab’, ‘Let’s Talk’, and ‘Green Upcycle’, to 
name a few. These interactive online webinars help 
develop and encourage the audience to try new activi-
ties. At a memorable installation ceremony, ‘Ignite’, 
the president Rtr. Hetal Ghatad took charge of the 
amiable and formidable team. The committee held 
online quizzes and debates including ‘Quizophillia’, 
‘Money, Market, and Millionaire’, and ‘Equality vs 
Equity’ to give the audience a learning opportunity, 
while introducing them to concepts of critical thinking 
and quick analysis.

Multiple webinars focusing on creating awareness and 
educating people namely, ‘Cancer Awareness’, ‘Study-
ing abroad webinar’, and ‘Zehra Tranquility 101’ were 
organized as well. ‘Khushiyon ki Diwali’ was the first 
on-ground event for the year. The team visited an 
ashram, The Children of Little Angel, and spent the 
day with young beautiful souls that brought smiles on 
the members’ faces. Events such as ‘Art a bond’, ‘Just 
go with the pun’, ‘Tongue Twister Challenge’, and 
‘Photoholic Sports Mania’ kept the team spirit high 
throughout the year. Synergy was conducted on social 
media specifically to make a connection with our 
audience by providing realistic schedules, and empha-
sizing on the importance of mental health and resting.

The Rotaract Club of the Usha Pravin Gandhi College follows the mantra “Our faith can reach and 
rise beyond the limits of our current reason.” 
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UPG’s Eloquence is a committee 
that gives everyone an opportunity 
to express their thoughts, feelings, 
and experiences through words. A 
non-judgmental platform for people 
who want to express themselves 
and pour their heart out and put 
forth their views without any restric-
tions.

The Eloquence family consists of 
some dedicated students and smart 
minds who were capable of running 
the committee amidst a pandemic.

UPG Eloquence was led by the most 
loved President, Meet Maru who 
made the committee feel like home 
to everyone. Anamta Aibani and 
Simran Ailani were the strong pillars 
who took the responsibility for 
important decisions and with a calm 
mind, made sure the work ran 
smoothly and peacefully. 

The core of Eloquence 2021-21 consisted of 5 hardworking 
and enthusiastic HODs who not only worked with harmony 
but also created a great bond amongst themselves and 
became great friends. Nupur Rawal as the Head of the Con-
tent department, along with her love for writing and litera-
ture managed the content work of Eloquence. Maitri 
Saliya, the head of the PR department came up with smart 
ideas for promoting the events and the committee over the 
digital platform. Khushi Shah, the Head of the Events 
department came up with unique and interesting ideas for 
events with her mastermind. Virali Shah, the Head of the 
Marketing department was the backbone of bringing in 
sponsorships that Eloquence gained for the events. Raj 
Vadhan, the Head of Creatives and Technical took care of 
arranging the virtual events and managed the creative 
graphics area of work, and made sure everything in the 
event went smoothly.

Eloquence consists of various events such as open mic 
events of poetry and storytelling, debate competitions, 
speech workshops, etc. The current academic year faced 
lockdowns which made the committee run virtually 
through online platforms. The events took place with the 
help of technology and hearts were connected through 
screens. Events and meetings were held via Zoom meet-
ings and Microsoft Teams. The team may not be physically 
present but is always virtually together in everyone’s 
hearts.
UPG Eloquence has stood strong amidst an entire pandem-
ic and conducted several successful events throughout the 
year. Eloquence is all about words, poetry, stories, quizzes, 
games, fun, and laughter. Debating events or poetry 
sessions everything has been conducted without a glitch 
(physically and metaphorically).

On the pious festival of Ganesh Chaturthi, the game of 
Pictionary, ‘Fun Humesha with Ganesha’, was organized. 
With a team of two members, one person from Eloquence 
would send a word to the participant on the direct mes-
sage feature on Zoom and then they have to draw it on the 
Zoom board while the audience guesses it! 
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An evening dedicated to cherishing the 
different nuances of Hindi was celebrat-
ed on Hindi Diwas. The virtual event 
was adored by many as they related to 
the love that their teachers had for 
Hindi.

Eloquence also organized the 
‘Eloquence Premier League (EPL)’ 
wherein it provided a great opportunity 
of testing the competitiveness of the 
participants based on the IPL. It was a 
two-day event. 

'Use it or lose it' was organized as well, 
where the participants are forbidden to 
use the Taboo word given.
With ‘Siyaasat’, Eloquence provided 
the students with a platform to show-
case their leadership skills, as well as 
their political knowledge, in front of 
their peers and teachers.

‘Izhaar’, the Urdu translation of the 
English word "Expression", was the 
most appropriate title for the next 
event, as the participants had an oppor-
tunity to express their feelings and their 
talent through words and literature in 
any form, be it poems or stories.
In the event ‘It’s Debatable', a debate 
competition not just helped cultivate 
the participants’ persuasion skills, but 
also deepened their understanding of 
topics. This is because when one active-
ly listens to the opposition, it contrib-
utes to out-of-box thinking. The event 
truly explained how "A war of words is 
still a war and your words are your 
weapons."

Moreover, UPG Eloquence has a blog where the mem-
bers of the content department wrote blogs on inter-
esting topics and with their power of words grabbed 
the attention of a lot of readers. The members of 
Eloquence were determined towards the committee 
and loved getting involved in the fun events. Some 
members also initiated in hosting the virtual events 
that took place and not only made their heads proud 
but also gained some confidence and added a feather 
in their hats.
The trust and love for each other have been a pillar of 
strength for the Eloquence family. Eloquence is a 
world where one falls in love with words. Every part of 
the Eloquence journey is a memory for every member 
of the Eloquence family. And at Eloquence, we make 
memories where we learn and enjoy events and work-
shops.
The committee plans to empower words and take 
ahead the legacy of public speaking, with the very 
motto of removing public fear… 
'Conversation that conquers’, was, is, and will be 
Eloquence’s sole as well as Eloquence’s soul.
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“All the world’s a stage and most of us are desperately unrehearsed.”
-Sean O’Casey
The Drama Team of UPG is a space to emote, express, and grow. The team provides its members 
with an opportunity to understand and practice every aspect of theatre. Since the team believes 
in equality in terms of learning from each other together, there is no hierarchical structure or ‘core 
committee’ in the team.
Because the entire year was online, the team conducted virtual workshops, on zoom, for the mem-
bers to learn about a range of subjects. This involved several exercises to develop walking tech-
niques, voice modulation, speech articulation, and facial expressions. The members’ comfort with 
improvisation was also worked upon by teaching them to allow their impulses to take control. Due 
to the importance of understanding theory for the appropriate application, they were educated 
about multiple theories, Nava Rasa and Laban’s technique to mention a few.

Along with growing as an actor, writing workshops focused on plot and character writing were 
organized as well. Sessions where the team went through film scripts and ones that were 
performed by them pre-Covid-19 gave the members an insight into the functioning of the produc-
tion team. In the aforementioned sessions, light was also thrown on the process of direction and 
the members were given an opportunity to showcase their acting skills while applying everything 
that they have learned.
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The Drama Team highlighted their talents in competitions and fests throughout the year. One 
such competition was a drama competition organized by Team Funkaria of Smt M.M.K College 
of Commerce and Economics. The team’s Aditi Jhunjhunwala bagged the first position in the 
mono-acting competition, while the consolation prize was awarded to another member Ayushi 
Garg. Two entries from the team were also awarded the first and second positions in the skit com-
petition, with the topics being ‘Atma-nirbhar Bharat’ (made by Shashwat Ghatak, Pearl Parekh, 
Aditi Jhunjhunwala, Sana Bhandari, Veer Soni, Rutu Dedhiya, Pratham Joshi, and Hetvi Parekh) 
and ‘Nepotism’ (made by Agadh Chaturvedi, Akshat Kochar, Prasadini Shetty, Tanya Borkar, 
Kamya Mehta, Vansh Mehta, Ayushi Garg, and Niyati Jasani) respectively. The short film 
‘Atma-nirbhar Bharat’ bagged the third position at Thakur College’s festival Spark as well.
At ISDI School of Design and Innovation’s Inferno 2.0, the team participated in two competitions 
and won a podium in both. The first competition was ‘Director’s Cut’, a short film competition in 
which students had to show their cinematographic and editing skills. For this UPG sent ‘Atma-nir-
bhar Bharat’ which bagged the second position. The second competition, 'Spur of the Moment’, 
was a mixture of mono-acting and improvisation, in which Anjali Mishra of the team won the first 
position.

The Drama Team has proved and continues to prove that nothing, not even a pandemic that 
forced the world to stay indoors throughout the year, can stop creativity. When one is truly 
passionate about something, they always find a way.
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Women Development Cell is a college committee that makes powerful women realize who they 
are, and what they are capable of when it comes to empowerment. They believe in growing 
together and supporting each other during hard times. They consider their teachers in charge as 
their pillar of strength, who always guides them through the right path. This year, they were a team 
of 50 people, which included the core team and members. The team was led by Secretary Shrey-
anshi Bansal and Joint Secretaries Dhruvi Wani and Harshita Rathi. 

With this challenging year, they took an online approach and conducted 18 wonderful events that 
educated and empowered various sections of society. They started with their first social media 
campaign about World Breastfeeding Week. There were various informative posts and engaging 
stories that made others aware of this cause. Their first event, Gender Equity in time of crisis, was 
an interactive webinar by Swapnil Sabban. People were deeply moved after listening to the inspir-
ing story of Swapnil Alizeh and there were quite a few takeaways after this wonderful session. On 
the festive occasion of Ganesha, team WDC conducted their next event, Film The Quest. This 
event was filled with a lot of laughter and memories. 
Welcoming the FYs into their team, they conducted an elocution competition on the occasion of 
Hindi Divas. They provided a platform for the students to express themselves, without a language 
barrier. A good number of entries were submitted, and the first three were featured on their social 
media page and were also given E-certificates. The team organized the event, Womania-Food for 
Soul. This event was handled by Mrs. Anushree Mantri who gave an insightful session about diet 
and nutrition. The importance of a healthy diet and breaking down nutritional myths were high-
lights of this session. Minding the Mind was an event presented by Pooja Maheshwari and Sneha 
Mundhada, well-known life coaches and soft skills trainers.  This was a much-needed event, 
considering the pandemic situation. The members were taught a balance between their profes-
sional and personal lives, and some hacks and techniques for a clear conscience. 
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As the online approach became the new normal, the WDCs flagship event also took place 
through this mode. A week-long self-defense workshop was conducted under the guidance of 
Mr. Sushil Pandey, who is the founder of Kalari Sports Academy. This event had more than 50+ 
participants and was very much useful in these times. Highlights of the entire week were posted 
in the form of reels. 

Their next webinar was conducted by Dr. Monika Agarwal, who is a gynecologist. This event was 
taken place to talk about lesser-known body parts of a female body, and acknowledge the issues 
that aren’t given importance. Our very own professor Dr. Mayur Vyas conducted an event on Envi-
ronment sustainability and spoke about how one should choose a sustainable product and 
contribute to a greener earth. To celebrate National Girl Child Day, Ms. Urmila Salunkhe was 
called upon to discuss and talk about issues such as child marriage, the importance of education, 
legal rights, and girl protection, etc. It was highly interactive and knowledgeable. A grand wom-
en’s day competition was organized by the team, where students participated and recited their 
piece of poetry. This event was beautifully carried on and will always be remembered as one of 
the best events of this year. 
The WDC committee had various social media campaigns on different occasions. They enlight-
ened the other students on various topics that still have a stigma around them.  All in all, it was 
a prosperous year for them and they hope to improve society for the better. 
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The Department of Life-long Learning and Extension 
or DLLE is a committee affiliated with Mumbai Univer-
sity. Its motto is 'Reach to Unreached' and they stay 
true to it. They conduct various activities for the 
betterment of the society, environment and personal 
development. Their core includes Maitri Saliya, 
Shruti Salian and Zainab Sayed as the Student Man-
agers. Asthir Kushwaha and Muskan Tripathi serve as 
the advisory members. Prof. Mayur Sarfare, Prof. 
Neha Vora, Prof. Geeta Sharma, Prof. Manisha Divate 
are the teachers in charge for 2020-2021.

Despite the challenges of an online medium and the 
pressure of a pandemic, the committee managed to 
conduct various activities, workshops and webinars. 
They did not let the adversities stop them from 
achieving everything they set out for. 
They organised a Zumba-cardio workshop which was 
conducted by Ms. Nidhi Saiya. The instructor started 
with warm-up exercises, followed by Zumba and 
some stretching. The session ended by cooling 
down exercises like Suryanamaskar. They also organ-
ised an education drive called  “All Play No Work 
Makes a Virus Happy” in collaboration with an NGO 
called IVolunteer. In this activity, members created 
interactive and innovative Math and Science work-
sheets for kids of age group 6-11 years. Various 
topics in Math like addition, subtraction, ascending 
order, descending order etc. and in Science like parts 
of the body, solar system, plants, sensory organs, 
etc. were covered in the worksheets. 
In a Parent’s Day Special, DLLE conducted a work-
shop on fireless cooking. The workshop was hosted 
by the director of the Rotary Club of Bombay Ms. 
Yashika Shrikhande. They also conducted a webinar 
on “Entrepreneurship Opportunities in Indian Stock 
Markets.” The instructor for the workshop was Mr. S. 
Alaudeen Basha (Director of ALBN Securities Private 
LTD). He taught the attendees the basics of the stock 
market- everything from opening a demat account to 
trading.
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The committee also conducted a workshop to teach its participants how to build an eco-friendly 
Ganesha idol. It was taught by Ms Alphee Chauhan, a well-renowned artist. DLLE also conducted 
a workshop called “Script to Surprise: A Graphology Workshop.” It was conducted by Ms Aashvi 
who taught the attendees “the analysis of oneself” by the way they write the letter ‘i’. She also anal-
ysed their signatures and gave her predictions and feedback.
In a workshop named “Digital Connect” for the elderly, the committee taught its participants the 
basics of applications like WhatsApp and Youtube. They also gave some important tips on how 
one can keep their valuable information private and safe. Skillathon, a 9-day carnival of skills was 
organised by the DLLE where 9 unique workshops were conducted by some very experienced 
artists. The aim was to help explore new skills and learn the basics of a few. DLLE hosted over 450 
participants in this event and it was one of the most celebrated events of the year. 

A webinar called “Mental Health 2020” was also conducted by the DLLE. The guest speaker Mrs. 
Prachi Dokania taught the participants about mental hygiene. She helped spread awareness 
through the practice of mental exercises. The committee also organised a Webinar called Work 
Readiness in Artificial Intelligence. The guest speaker for the webinar, Mr. Akash Bajpai gave 
valuable insights to the participants about various prospects and skills required to secure a job in 
the field of Artificial Intelligence.
During the lockdown, with everyone being at home, the stray animals suffered immensely. Keep-
ing this in mind, members of the DLLE committee volunteered to feed stray dogs and cats for 
twenty days in collaboration with Paw Hungry. They also celebrated the Joy of Giving Week with 
a clothes collection drive for donations. This drive was organised in collaboration with an NGO 
called We Can We Will Foundation.
In the activity called “Face It till You Ace It”, the committee called a guest speaker Mr. Shivam 
Bansal to teach the students about startups. On the occasion of World Poetry Day, the members 
of the DLLE had organized “Wings of Words”. It was a poetry writing workshop where the speaker, 
Ms. Akshaya taught the attendees how to write a couplet poem or a creative message. Towards 
the end of the session, the participants submitted their own writings based on what they learned 
from the speaker. 

The DLLE was faced with many challenges during the year. But it ensured that its pursuit of knowl-
edge and its dedication towards making an impact was not impeded. They lived up to their motto 
“Reach to Unreached” and achieved all their goals no matter what.
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The National Service Scheme was started by the Government of India to promote progress 
through social work and community development and UPG’s NSS has risen to the challenge amaz-
ingly. The most active committee of the college, NSS, is known for conducting various events, 
drives, quizzes and workshops to raise awareness of different social causes. It also encourages the 
students to help the underprivileged and work towards social upliftment. Their motto “Not Me 
But You” encapsulates the motivation behind all that they have been able to achieve in the past 
year. 
Their numerous achievements were largely thanks to their Core Team which consists of 6 mem-
bers. Siya Vernekar and Aditya Dhakan were the Secretary and the Joint Secretary respectively. 
Ritika Soni, Om Mishra, Palak Desai and Khushi Kaushal were the Executive Heads. 

Due to the college being shifted to online mode, the year 2020-2021 was challenging for a com-
mittee that focuses on groundwork. That did not stop them from making sure they achieved their 
goals. The committee conducted cleanliness drives and workshops under Swacch Bharat Abhi-
yan. The committee conducted cleanliness drives, waste collection and segregation drives and 
housing area sanitization. The committee also conducted a waste management awareness 
program which included 6 webinars with top industry professionals being invited as speakers. 
The NSS has always advocated for improving the mental and physical health of the students. 
Therefore it conducted various activities and workshops to help the students improve their health 
and change their lifestyle. Mental health awareness webinars were held for helping students cope 
with different issues and to reduce the stigma around the topic. Yoga Day was also celebrated by 
organizing a 4-day workshop for the students. In addition, yoga workshops were held at different 
times throughout the year to help the students stay healthy.
The committee also conducted awareness drives for the prevention of various diseases. Covid-19 
awareness webinars were conducted to counter the myths regarding the disease and to promote 
safety guidelines. Cancer awareness sessions were conducted on National and International 
Cancer Awareness Day. For Leprosy Day, a webinar was conducted with speakers from Indian 
Development Foundation. On Tuberculosis Day, an awareness webinar was conducted. The com-
mittee also organised an eye health awareness webinar. All these webinars were open for the 
general public and not just students of UPG College.
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UPG’s NSS also collaborates with various foundations to teach underprivileged children. It collaborat-
ed with Indian Foundation for Education Transformation to teach students for grade 6, 7 and 8 in 2 
schools of Innao and Gautampur. They conducted over 44 sessions for various subjects. They also 
collaborated with Trishul NGO, Voice of Slum NGO and Cama Road BMC School to conduct over 80 
sessions with children from slums. 
The committee was also involved in various social upliftment activities. They conducted sapling 
plantation drives and animal and bird feeding drives throughout the year. Paper bag making and 
distribution drives were also held. The members also celebrated the Joy of Giving Week. Poshan 
Pakhwada, a food donation drive was also organised by the committee. Members also visited  Digni-
ty Foundation Old Age Home to interact with the residents. 

nss
The NSS also showcased its commitment to the conservation of natural resources. It organised a 
renewable energy awareness group discussion for the students. It also organised a World Water Day 
webinar to raise awareness about water conservation.
Many training camps were also conducted by the committee. Disaster Management Training was held 
in collaboration with 91 Safe India. A self-defence camp was also held for the students. They also 
conducted Sign Language training workshops to help educate its members. A road safety webinar 
was also organised. The Child Safety and Sexual Abuse Training was held in 3 sessions in collabora-
tion with Sakshi NGO and Arpan NGO. 
As part of the Skill India initiative, NSS organised various workshops to help the attendees develop 
their skills. 3 Public speaking camps were held throughout the year. Cybersecurity training webinars 
were also organised. They also held a 3- day Youth Development Programme for its members. The 
committee also organised a webinar on career counselling with Sejal Thakur being called as the guest 
speaker. In 
addition, the NSS, in collaboration with Voice of Slum NGO and children of maids and watchmen, 
taught underprivileged children various soft skills like self-SWOT Analysis, anger and time manage-
ment, personality development, and vocabulary building. 



nss

���
Many societal awareness workshops and webinars were also held during the year. A university-level 
webinar was organised by the NSS to increase awareness of the importance of youth parliaments. The 
NSS held 7 webinars on Social Sensitization that were held to create awareness on various social 
issues and how the attendees can help to reduce them. Gender sensitization workshops were also 
held with a focus on the LGBTQIA+ community. A social injustice webinar was also organised.
The NSS also celebrated various significant national days like Independence Day, Republic Day, 
Indian Constitution Day, Vigil Awareness Day and Gandhi Jayanti. Webinars, quizzes and documenta-
ry screenings were used to celebrate and create awareness about the significance of these days. 
The NSS strived to spread awareness among the youth for different social issues and used social 
media to achieve the goal. The UPG’s NSS organized a pan-India intercollegiate conclave for the 
students of other NSS Units to participate in and show their talent. The conclave consisted of 12 com-
petitions that revolved around social themes. Health awareness quizzes were also organised on the 
topics COVID-19, cancer, and anti-smoking.
The NSS ensured that it fulfilled its commitment towards the betterment of society and made sure to 
set a high bar for the next year’s members.

nss
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The New Normal
Navigating through the 

COVID-19 Era
AUTHOR: RANIM MUNSHI

Sitting on the cozy corner of my sofa, I switch on MS 
Teams and watch as more and more people �ood in 
for our usual 7:30 AM lecture. The atmosphere is a bit 
unenthusiastic, to say the least. Our teacher calls on 
for a show of hands, just to know who is awake and 
actually listening to what she has to say. I tither 
towards the symbol and do my part, but deep down I 
know it I’d much rather be huddled up in bed, drifting 
off in a dreamland far away.



A text pops up on my screen- “Have you 
decided on what your project is going to 
be? , I squint to get a better look, sur-
prised that people have begun prepping 
so early for their projects. The truth is, I 
haven’t decided. I haven’t even thought 
about it since the professor bought it up in 
the lecture. “No, not really.”- easy reply. I 
wipe off the remnants of last night’s 
snacks, rub my eyes to freshen up, letting 
the thoughts of the Bridgerton binge wash 
over me before I unmute my mic and 
respond to the professor’s question (which 
she did repeat around �ve times). I can’t 
bear awkward silences, so I decided to do 
my bit as a student, the bare minimum, to 
make sure I’m not the ghostly attendance 
hog who just logs in and calls it a day.

The PDF we need to prep for is 40 
pages long, a drabble on the current 
media landscape and the future of jour-
nalism. On a normal day, I would’ve 
loved to argue for hours upon hours 
about the dif�cult future our nation 
faces and why we must hold our jour-
nalists accountable for their words; but 
the world we live in isn’t normal, nor has 
it been close to normal in the past 12 
months. When lectures �rst shifted 
online, I was ecstatic. ‘Easy learning, is it 
not?’- taking notes and actively partici-
pating in every discussion. Hell, even 
logging in and listening to the professor 
talk was entertaining from the comfort 
of my cozy nook. It’s not that easy any-
more.



I huddle a bit deeper in my cozy nook, listening to the profes-
sor’s muf�ed voice over mindless Instagram scrolling, wishing 
I could be somewhere else entirely. 5 different tabs stay open 
on my screen, each one holding a desire I cannot ful�ll. Fur-
rowing my brows as the clock hits 9:30- it’s time for yet 
another lecture. I don’t wish to give the bare minimum, I wish 
to give it my all. I wish to be the student I was once, but for 
now, I have to settle with the comfort of an ever-raging pan-
demic, an unstable society, the blur of uncertainty, and a killer 
backache, for another Net�ix binge and late-night Maggi 
dash. After all, what better way to give in to your deepest 
desires than to fall into the void, night after night?

There is hope at the end of the tunnel; the Batch of 2021 is 
strong, adaptable, ready for any adversary that comes along 
our path. The Pandemic has taught us the importance of 
patience and self-care; it has taught us to show our loved 
ones how much they mean to us, how to persevere in the 
shadow of the darkest plights. We will �ght this, we will over-
come, Batch of 2021.

The bare minimum requires more 
than 100%, the push to be the 
perfect student, the desire to 
really learn has vanished over the 
past few months. It’s draining and 
exhausting, I can’t begin to imag-
ine what it would be like for our 
professors. It’s dif�cult to watch 
your family glance at you with 
disappointment, to them it is the 
easiest way out of actually study-
ing. Ungrateful of the luxuries you 
have on your lap, easy access to 
education, and a full subscription 
to all your favorite OTT plat-
forms? Spoilt brat (in their eyes, at 
least).



Student 
Writer’s 
Column



The Web of True Crime
AUTHOR: SHARMEEN ZARIWALA

In a long-lost island, in the middle of a worldwide pandemic, in the corner of an apart-
ment, under the shadows of four cement walls, a couch, and a table with popcorn and 
coffee, the television goes, “Welcome to Buzzfeed Unsolved, in this episode, we will 
be looking into the infamous case of Black Dahlia.”Welcome to the True Crime Club.

True Crime has emerged as a whole genre. People are obsessed with it, watching it 
day and night, the effect it has on watchers is equivalent to Shane Dawson’s Conspir-
acy Series, people are hooked. But why are people addicted to this morbid reality? 
For those living under a rock, True Crime is a non-�ction real crime account present-
ed through �lms, shows, or books. When you google, “Why are people obsessed 
with,” among the �rst �ve search options we have “obsessed with True Crime.” Let’s 
analyze why true crime is becoming a part of popular culture?



I remember the summer 
vacation of 2018, I was 
going through a tough 
phase when I discovered 
True Crime as a genre. I 
watched Shane Dawson, 
Hailey Reese, Kendall Rae, 
Loeybug on youtube. The 
important part of these 
creators was that they 
made complicated cases 
simple for a layman to 
understand. After learning 
about the cases I was quite 
intrigued, I started search-
ing and reading more 
about the cases online. The 
psychology of a serial 
killer is interesting to read. 
Serial Killers are very 
sharp, smart and always 
ahead of detectives, some 
serial killers had even 
knowledge about human 
anatomy and morse codes.

Apart from the grotesque picturization, the human interest is another viable factor for 
getting people hooked on true crime. People are in�uenced by the emotions portrayed in 
the multimedia, we as human beings have a notion that Life is unpredictable, keeping this 
thought in mind many believe it could have been any of us being targeted regardless of 
our age, gender, ethnicity, or status. Human beings get fascinated by other people's lives. 
Watching documentaries on true crime exposes the raw emotions of the victims and the 
suspect. It also looks over the fact that both victims and culprit face life consequences 
due to the incident. Another factor is the psychology of the culprit. People tend to get 
fascinated with serial killers, and how they enacted the entire crime scene, furthermore 
many people even study the psychology of serial killers. 

 Jack the Ripper who terrorized London and 
targeted the sex workers of that area was noto-
rious for having surgical knowledge and per-
forming procedures on the bodies of the vic-
tims; Zodiac Killer, time and again send morse 
codes to the police departments mocking the 
investigation and making the police go into a 
frenzy, cases where the serial killers vanished 
from the scene unnoticed leaving no traces is 
quite fascinating to learn. A year had gone by, I 
kept watching true crime, but at this point, I 
started getting into the roots of the case, that's 
when I decided to make a youtube channel, I 
noticed the lack of representation of Indian 
Youtubers talking about True Crime. I wanted 
to educate people and be dedicated to youtube. 
“The ConsIndian '' went LIVE on 10 November 
2019, I have made videos on Louis Garavito, 
Jack the Ripper, Zodiac Killer. Buzzfeed Un-
solved has also emerged as a popular channel, 
with hosts such as Shane Madej and Ryan Ber-
gara, a perfect duo of a non-believer and a 
theist, the humor is the best part of the series 
which makes the videos less boring and more 
engaging. 



“I was already a huge fan of detective stories, the 
mystery and crime genres as a whole and the study 
of psychology, and human nature, and in a sense, 
true crime content covers all facets of that in a sat-
isfying and engaging manner. The information is 
dispensed in an intriguing manner which makes you 
want to keep pressing “play” and hunting for 
answers (or guessing them yourself), the crimes and 
stories depicted are indeed grisly, horrifying, or �at 
out almost impossible yet true, and almost every 
true-crime related piece of media does it’s best to 
dive deep into the psychologies of the victims and 
perpetrators to �gure out more of the hows and 
whys of the case,” said another student.

In conclusion, the obsession of true crime depends 
from person to person. It could be the human inter-
est, psychology of serial killers, unsolved cases, or 
more that keeps us pressing play episodes after 
episodes. The in�uence on an individual is wide, 
from starting a youtube channel to consuming con-
tent to write more ef�ciently.

Apart from myself, other true crime watchers 
also had a unique experience and reaction on 
consuming true crime. I mainly focused on 
questions - How they were introduced to True 
Crime? What was the outcome of the series? 
Which part of it caught their eye? 

“I would like to say it was all the crime patrol I 
watched but I �rst saw this documentary on 
Ted Bundy called the Ted Bundy tapes long 
back and since then I just became super inter-
ested in �nding out more about serial killers 
and their psyche and all about true crime,” said 
one student studying in Usha Pravin Gandhi 
College. 



Many of us might have contemplated our career decision at some point in time. Research 
says that 80% of people want to change their path in their late twenties but never dared 
to do it. We can never be sure if our path is going to be linear, because our interests, 
habits, relations, outlook on life, etc only expand as we grow. Change is the only thing 
constant so why shouldn’t we apply it in our careers too? It may be daunting at the start 
and can cause more disruption than one can imagine, but it can also turn out to be one 
of the best decisions in the long term. It most de�nitely takes a great deal of time and 
patience to reinvent ourselves and, we bring to you the stories of our very own students 
who took this bold move!

When I was young, I took part in a fan-
cy-dress competition and dressed up as a 
doctor. Since then, I decided that I want to 
become a doctor without knowing the 
amount of studying required for it. When 
reality hit me, I wanted to take up com-
merce, but despite my efforts, I was denied 
to take that decision and was forced into 
doing Aircraft Maintenance Engineering. 

Rahul Mandal: FYBA

The Turning Point
AUTHOR: JINALI MEHTA



They worried about what I 
was going to do next because 
we all know acting isn’t a 
stable career. As a backup, I 
didn’t want to go somewhere 
where I couldn’t be myself, so I 
decided to join college again 
and study �lm making, where I 
get to explore more about this 
industry. I’m happy with what 
I’m doing right now and 
people around me who have 
the same creative mindset, 
though, at times, I doubt my 
decision and look at people 
my age who are working and 
earning, and here I am back to 
square one at the age of 22. 
But I hope to thrive in my �eld 
and make the people who sup-
ported me proud.

I want to tell my younger self 
to Have courage and Take A 
Risk. Don’t be afraid to get out 
of your comfort zone, because 
whatever you want to achieve 
will always be out of it, and 
most importantly, believe in 
yourself.

I had always been good at acting 
and mimicking people, it made 
others smile, and that made me 
happy! I started having thoughts 
about acting as a career, but I 
knew my parents would never 
agree, and so, with a heavy 
heart, I continued doing what 
they wanted me to. I was never 
happy there, people around me 
had a very different mindset. 
After my First Year, I made up 
my mind to switch my course but 
looking at the enormous amount 
of fees paid, I was scared to 
confront my parents, and once 
again, I continued studying En-
gineering.

After my three years, I felt suffo-
cated and depressed, and I knew 
it was time for me to pursue my 
dreams and so, I gathered my 
courage and told my parents the 
truth, which led to �ghts and 
arguments but after a point, they 
agreed. I knew it wasn’t in their 
heart to support my decision 
because they have always had a 
conservative mindset. 



Throughout this time, cinema was 
always by my side, even if I was 
juggling a lot of earning methods. 
It was like an embedded chip 
since my childhood, as my family 
was too much into watching 
movies. I started exploring more 
and more cinema during my BBA 
years, and at that time, I also 
attended a �lm festival (PIFF) 
which �xated the idea that this is 
what I want to do all my life. I was 
fortunate enough that my parents 
were supportive of this decision 
to switch to �lms by leaving BBA 
abruptly. 

I was never really adamant about becoming 
anything. For a brief period, I wanted to do 
something in business, which landed me up in 
Pune to pursue BBA. During my BBA days, I 
also experimented by doing multiple things like 
working in a bank, working in a call centre, run-
ning a Maggie stall, etc.  Eventually opening a 
tif�n service which I handed over to my parents.

Aditya Raut: TYBA



My life has never been so exciting 
since I decided to do what I liked the 
most. I want to continue to do the 
same with more rigor and energy. 
The plan will always be to express 
my thoughts in the most organic way 
possible without succumbing to the 
occupational hazards of the commer-
cial �lm industry. Today, I don't see 
any point in giving a message to my 
younger self. Although, I would like 
to thank him for the most rigid expe-
riences, which are helping me to keep 
my spine stiff and continue thriving 
with the raw intellect which I had 
possessed during those experiences.

They just wanted the degree I was pursuing 
to show it to my folks back in my hometown. 
Unfortunately, I couldn't �nish it as my 
patience gave in, but still, they had no com-
plaints whatsoever and supported me back 
then, and they are doing so till today.



Home is Where the Art is
AUTHOR: KHUSHI BHUTA

It’s dawn. The sky is 
tinted in soft blushes 
and corals, as bright 
blue slowly spreads 
like paint on paper. 
Much like the coarse 
texture of handmade 
paper, water from the 
ocean leaks into the 
crevices of sand and 
leaves behind pecu-
liarly shaped shells. 
Ironic, isn’t it? Nature 
often tends to have 
elements of 
human-ness and 
imperfection to it. 
Flower petals are not 
measured and placed 
with geometric instru-
ments; �ames don’t 
follow a code that 
determines where they 
will spread; raindrops 
and snow�akes don’t 
fall equidistant from 
each other. 

Just like the sky, the 
ocean, �owers, �ames, 
raindrops, and snow-
�akes, little kids mani-
fest their emotions in 
the form of oddly 
shaped bursts of 
colors on walls and 
unsynchronized body 
movements on music 
they don’t understand. 
So, when a teenage 
girl has her �rst break-
up, lies on her bath-
room �oor with tears 
streaming down her 
cheek, places her 
phone on her chest, 
and plays Aaoge Jab 
Tum on repeat, the 
little child within her 
dances in unsynchro-
nized movements. 



What is art worth?
Is art worth the exhibitions that sell them for lakhs of rupees? Is art 
worth the �lmmakers that make blockbuster movies? Is art worth 
the top music albums and best-selling novels? 
Yes.
But art is also worth the girl who smiles like sunshine and posts her 
drawings twice a week on Instagram. Art is also worth the 
low-budget �lmmaker who gets his friends to act for him and 
uploads his short �lm on YouTube. Art is also worth the girl with 
pink hair and tattoos who covers songs and uploads them on Spo-
tify and the shy nerdy boy who has a secret blog. 
Art’s worth cannot be determined into a physical form because art 
is not created for others to see its worth. 
Remember when you walked out of the theatre after watching Dear 
Zindagi, and it forced your soul to introspect while �lling you till 
the brim of your heart? Or when you read Annabel Lee by Edgar 
Allan Poe or Mujhse Pehli Si Mohabbat by Faiz Ahmad Faiz, and 
they made you feel like someone tore your skin and wrote words 
that were imprinted on your �esh long ago? Art �lls you with long-
ing. Longing for a place that the artist once considered home.



Every single piece of art has a muse, and yet, when we 
consume art, we think of someone we know. An artist 
creates art for people he has never met. When Shake-
speare wrote Hamlet and penned down the character of 
Ophelia, he did not think of Sir John Everette Millais 
who created a painting of her singing right before she 
drowns. Neither did he think of the 2018 British �lm that 
follows her perspective in the tragedy, nor did he think 
of the 2016 song by The Lumineers named after her. 
What he did certainly think of was his audience- people 
who watched the play and thought of an Ophelia that 
they knew. A woman who mirrored innocence, and was 
sacri�ced to the power-hungry men in her life. Yet, cen-
turies later, we see the same play and think of an Oph-
elia that we know.
What a tragedy it is that a world that feeds on art, does 
not perceive artists as ‘bankable.’ Art cannot be taken to 
the grave. It travels with the people who come across it 
and speak of it to others. Just like folk tales. After all, 
what is art but stories?



Learning through the 
screen

AUTHOR: NAMIT PANDEY

What is the �rst thing that comes 
to your mind when you hear col-
lege? Assignments? Lectures? 
People? Classrooms? Or the 
campus? For an FY who has 
never got the UPG classroom 
experience, the �rst word that 
comes to mind is a screen. It’s the 
screen we stare at for the 
100-minute lecture while the 
professors are trying to teach us. 
It’s the screen that is creating a 
barrier between us and our 
classmates. 

Online lectures are a tricky subject to 
handle. While it is the only safe means 
of studying during a pandemic, it robs 
the students and the professors of a 
very vital part of a classroom- the 
people. While it is our professors who 
teach us, it is the interaction between 
the teachers and the students that 
happens which makes a lot of differ-
ence. While the interaction is still there 
in an online lecture, it is only between 
the teacher and the 5 students who are 
always active. While the rest of us are 
barely awake listening to the teacher 
speak or have just tuned out the lec-
ture and are watching the latest reels 
or Instagram. Maybe if we knew each 
other and our teachers better, the situ-
ation would have been different. How-
ever, most of us don’t even know what 
our classmates look like. 



We only see each other through our Ins-
tagram pro�les. Therefore having an 
open and interactive session might not 
be as easy as we imagine. Our Teams 
lectures have robbed us of that feeling 
of a fresher discovering the college, the 
people, and ourselves. Now, all we have 
discovered are innovative ways to avoid 
turning on the camera for presentations 
and collaborating with people you have 
never seen in your life. First-year should 
not be about lying in your bed with your 
pyjamas on, scrolling through memes 
while your professor teaches. It should 
be about making new friendships, leav-
ing your comfort zone, and exploring 
the city with the outstation kids who are 
falling in love with your city for the �rst 
time. Hell, I'd even go for what Karan 
Johar thinks college is rather than 
spending another year stuck at home.

However, it’s not all bad. Online 
lectures are providing us with a 
safe way to learn during a pan-
demic. The other options we had 
were to risk getting infected with 
a deadly virus or to close down 
educational institutions for over a 
year neither of which are feasible 
choices. Another very important 
thing we achieved was working 
with people we have never met. 
Most of our projects were group 
activities. So relationships and 
friendships were built over Zoom 
and Teams and end products were 
still amazing. Friendships, while 
forged virtually, have been no less 
ful�lling. 



This year may not have the dream we saw but it was not without its positives. While 
there was a lot left to be desired, there are so many things that made this year memora-
ble. We may not have received a fresher’s party or experienced the feeling of sitting in 
the canteen with our friends discussing which lecture to bunk or where to go on the 
weekend, but the year was still eventful. The few seniors we interacted with made us 
feel very welcome. Committees tried their best to host fun and engaging events. Even 
our teachers brought out innovative methods of making our lectures fun and interac-
tive. We never thought we'd spend the entire year studying from home but with the 
second year coming up, maybe we will �nally have the UPG classroom experience.

The late-night zoom calls, the hours we 
spend working on presentations and 
even the occasional times we are able to 
meet someone who lives in our city have 
made the virtual college bearable. We 
also were able to attend college even 
after oversleeping which is something 
that would have killed our attendance 
had the college been of�ine. Exams have 
been pretty easy as well. Having MCQs 
for our �nal exams has made life a lot 
easier. It reduces the pressure and helps 
with anxiety in an already tense envi-
ronment. It has also forced us to become 
more inventive and creative while work-
ing with teams. 



The Ineffable Love of 
Music and Soul

AUTHOR: JUHI MANJREKAR

They shared a love like no other. The kind of passion that is not talked about, but felt 
deeply, not just by its lover but by the listener as well. They shared their tenderness 
through mindless strums of guitar and the quiet hums of the soul. It was a romance 
not all spoke about, and unlike Romeo and Juliet, their love lasted for eternity, but 
really? Wasn't it inevitable? For a soul, as thirsty as that of humans turned towards 
the sweetest symphonies to quench its thirst.



Their existence was incomplete without the other; just 
like a book without a reader, because who would fawn 
over the everlasting melodies of music if not the mind 
and soul of the listener? The chaotic mind found home 
within music, while the wandering chords found a 
companion in someone’s soul. Their romance had no 
bounds as it ranged from the softest keys of the piano 
to the heaviest riffs of the guitar, not trapped by any 
obstacles. The heavy metal that once helped a lost kid 
�nd his way to the river of dark emotions was some-
one else’s way to escape the eerie silence of the bat-
tles fought within, while somewhere the words of 
Hozier mixed with the light strums of the guitar helped 
a heart-wrenchingly lonely soul �nd a song to drown 
its endless sorrows in. However, their presence was 
shared, as not one but countless souls devoured 
different kinds of music, looking for that one song that 
could be played on repeat.

The mind couldn’t resist listening to the varying melo-
dies, always searching for a new side of its lover, while 
the harmonies longed to �nd a haven for its spilling 
emotions, and together, they found comfort in another 
human. The tunes we hear were made of heartache 
that pleaded to be shared with another soul to empty 
its baggage. The words that engulf the orchestra of 
instruments were made of joy and tears, and listening 
to that piece of art is like holding buds of �owers that 
blossom in your mind as you resonate your emotion 
with that of the writer.



It’s amusing how every person falls in love 
with music in their unique way. For some, 
being a part of this love story is ethereal as 
the songs they listen to help them escape 
reality, while for some it’s the most beauti-
fully tragic tale, bringing back the agony 
that haunts the deepest corners of the 
spirit. The power held by this greatest pair 
has tended to the wounds of sorrow, em-
braced a �ailing body as it looked for com-
fort, witnessing the most vulnerable side of 
the listener.

Maybe it is a night full of soft melodies or a 
day �lled with heavy bass to zone out the 
chaos of the crumbling world, a soul made 
for music will always crawl back to the love 
it yearned for, a love that danced in circles 
in moments of joy, but shed tears with its 
beloved while echoing the most symphonic 
voices of agony as it listens to the cries of 
its lover.



Embrace
AUTHOR: KHUSHI BHUTA

We are terri�ed of pulling shards of glass 
from alien eyes.
We are terri�ed of kissing �esh that melts 
and morphs itself into the crevices of our 
skin.
We are terri�ed of lingering our �ngers on 
a line of stitches, as they rip apart, framing 
the bones underneath.
 
Under the layers of the nightmares that 
look like mirrors,
We are both grotesque.
We are both made of the same stardust 
that turned to ash with every shooting star.
 
We see the world in tints and hues of the 
colors of our iris.
But as our corneas transform into an indef-
inite void of nothingness and suck our 
souls through,
We both pull shards of glass from each 
other’s eyes and kiss molten �esh and rip 
stitches.
 
We let each other scream in agony,
For we draw horizons between our skin 
and soul,
Flesh and bone.
We embrace someone we are terri�ed of 
embracing.



The Indian Entertainment 
Industry

AUTHOR: JHANVI PUROHIT

The most fascinating industry in India is the 
entertainment industry. It includes plays, 
movies, theatres, drama, daily soaps, con-
certs, and much more. We can �nd all sorts of 
genres in this industry like comedy, romance, 
drama, action, thriller, suspense, and horror. 
One can completely immerse itself while 
experiencing the beauty of this industry. The 
Indian Entertainment Industry is mainly 
famous for its Hindi cinema also known as 
"Bollywood".The industry provides employ-
ment to a huge chunk of people (both skilled 
and unskilled). A movie alone has a crew of 
almost 400 to 500 people including actors, 
directors, producers, editors, spot boys, 
music artists, set designers, costume design-
ers, etc. This industry earns more than 10 
billion US dollars annually.

The industry portrays its talent in such 
a great manner that the audience 
believes a story that is merely acted and 
computerized. It wins the hearts of the 
audience in an amazing manner. People 
can learn a lot from movies that are 
autobiographies of successful celebri-
ties and which have a good moral. Our 
country has got great recognition due 
to Oscar nominated �lms like "GULLY 
BOY", "MOTHER INDIA" and, 
"LAGAAN". Recently India was in the 
news because of the Indian actress Pri-
yanka Chopra who was called upon to 
announce the 93rd Oscar nominations 
along with her husband Nick Jonas.



The most famous destination for struggling actors to get fame and for fans to meet celeb-
rities is 'Mumbai' - A city of Maharashtra also known as 'THE CITY OF DREAMS'. Many 
famous actors, directors, and producers reside in this city. The best shooting spot which 
is known as "THE FILM CITY" is also in Mumbai. Bollywood music used in �lms, series, 
and shows has always been a key factor in the success of this industry. The music of any 
�lm picturizes its emotion and intensity which connects the audience to the �lm.



Bollywood has deeply grasped the attention of youth and has 
set various trends regarding clothing, footwear, accessories, 
etc. It has always been in the news for 'Feminism', 'Me Too 
Movement', 'Nepotism', misleading content, fake publicity, 
criticism, partiality, VFX effects, and much more. No matter 
what, it has always been regarded as the industry of glamour. 
It has impacted certain people to such a level where they are 
intrigued about the personal lifestyle of the person who deliv-
ers an outstanding performance in �lms. The excitement level 
of a fan spotting his/her favorite actor is phenomenal. Proper 
promotion and publicity play an important role in the success 
of any project in this industry. This industry has always been in 
the limelight for its various controversies regarding actors, 
directors, and producers. It also has a lot of negative impact 
on people, especially youths due to the portrayal of violence, 
fake incidents, vulgar costumes, curse words used, free acces-
sibility of age-restricted videos, etc. It has also �xated west-
ern culture to such an extent that it has become one of the fac-
tors for diminishing Indian culture. One can believe that this 
industry has its pros and cons and it has imbibed great talents 
and formulated its whole new world of entertainment.



Prejudice against Art’s 
majors and career 
opportunities in this field 

AUTHOR: AASTHA AGRAWAL

There is an old age belief in society that only people who go for Arts and Humanities 
are the ones whose grades are low because they simply are not cut out to go in the 
Science or Commerce stream. People often look down upon Art’s majors and believe 
that the Humanities stream does not provide for safe and stable career options.

To debunk this misconception and shed more light on the �eld of Arts, we contacted a 
student from our college, Shreeya Deorukhkar who is currently studying BAFTNMP.



1)What is people’s �rst reaction when 
they hear about your course?
Mainly people don’t know anything 
about my course. People still know about 
BMM but the majority of them have no 
idea about BAFTNMP or any such 
course related to �lm making even exists. 
Moreover, people often ask me if I had 
such good marks then why did I decide 
to pursue such a course.

2)What are some common miscon-
ceptions people have about your 
�eld?
People generally think our course is very 
easy and there is nothing to study, all we 
have to do is just sit and watch movies, 
take simple photographs and do nothing 
else. We don’t just watch mainstream 
movies for entertainment, we have to 
study in-depth about all different 
aspects of a �lm – from scripting to 
acting, editing, and sound effects. It is a 
very broad �eld and it is not as easy as 
people think.

3)Did you face any resistance from your 
parents when you chose the �eld of arts?
Yes, initially my dad was not happy 
because I decided to drop CA to pursue 
this stream. Eventually, he came around, 
understood my passion for this �eld, and 
supported me.

4)What kind of career did you envision 
when you �rst thought of taking BA?
I don’t like theoretical stuff and I am more 
into creative things so I wanted to take up 
a career that would allow me to explore 
and express my creativity.

I wanted to do visual communication 
designing, so I chose BA which covers 
major aspects of visual communication 
and I am very happy with my choice.



5)Is this course as you expected 
or are there any surprises?
This course is more than what I 
expected and it exceeded my 
expectations. UPG is providing us 
with a lot of exposure through 
their course design and we have a 
lot of practical �eldwork to do as 
compared to just reading and 
studying theoretical stuff.

6)What kind of subjects and 
practical knowledge does your 
�eld provide?
We have subjects such as Intro-
duction to History of Arts wherein 
I made my �rst short �lm on 
exploring my identity through art 
and then we have Graphic design-
ing where we learned a lot about 
graphics through photoshop and 
illustrator. We have many such 
wonderful different subjects which 
provide us with a lot of practical 
exposure.

7)What kind of job opportunities do you 
feel the Art �eld provides you?
Arts just like any other �eld is a very broad 
�eld encompassing a lot of different career 
options related to creative expression. 
There are a lot of different careers that 
people can opt for such as interior design-
ing, civil services, graphic designing, and 
many more hundred different options are 
present.

8)What advice would you give to anyone 
who wishes to enter into the �eld of arts 
but feels hesitant or unsure?
Firstly, don’t let any stereotypes and biased 
opinions of people get to you. In the end, it 
all boils down to what a person wants from 
their career and the stream they are opting 
for. Moreover, it is natural to have doubts 
and fears related to any �eld and not just 
the �eld of Arts and if anyone is passionate 
about any career related to arts, then the 
best course of action, in my opinion, is just 
to go for it, regardless of what people or the 
doubts in your head are saying.



Memes and 
Mental 
Health
AUTHOR: RIDDHI JAINL, 

A meme is something humorous. It 
is a piece of content that is sup-
posed to be interesting and fun, but 
it’s not just fun anymore. Memes are 
created for the content to go viral 
and make people laugh, but without 
the thought of how it may affect 
someone who’s being made fun of.

Memes made in good humor that 
we are constantly bombarded with, 
sometimes make us believe super�-
cial ideas, opinions, and mindsets. 
Memes are widely used across all 
communities as a form of virtual 
communication and expression.



Memes are bound to take an ugly turn after 
a certain point as everyone �nds amuse-
ment in the random images or videos we 
come across while our scrolling routine. For 
instance, the Shweta zoom call. It spread 
like wild�re all over the internet. When 
Shweta shared secrets of Pandit to 111 
people in her zoom meeting, that informa-
tion no longer remained a part of the meet-
ing and soon became a bit to laugh for the 
world.

All memes on the gossip began as fun but 
spread to a point where those memes were 
used to communicate the idea that, “women 
can’t be trusted with secrets.”

Several popular internet memes com-
municate sexism, harassment, dis-
crimination through humor. Meme 
culture has been around for quite a 
long time to bring laughter to internet 
users but some of them have deeper, 
darker meanings which are then 
altered into something far more 
nefarious.

Now talking about the spread of 
these memes, with the increased 
accessibility of social media plat-
forms, information spreads at a blis-
tering pace. Those memes are not 
only shared but imitated, and/or 
transformed via a number of Internet 
users.



Now as the meme culture is 
constantly expanding, brands 
have hopped on the bandwagon 
too. Almost every brand today 
uses memes as a form of mar-
keting to connect with its cus-
tomers. Now when memes are 
shared by brands that people 
love it rather creates an intense 
impact. No one looks at the 
other side of those memes, 
some of which can be very dan-
gerous to one’s psyche.
As the internet is a huge plat-
form, so is the spread of these 
memes. To the people whom it 
is very impactful, may in�uence 
people, and it does. It may lead 
people to Self-Stereotype. It 
can lead to psychological pres-
sure or even social anxiety. 

Do you remember Vaibhav Arora? But when I 
say ‘The mature bag boy’, you instantly realize 
this teenager who was heavily trolled for sug-
gesting what bag will make you look mature in 
college. He was trolled extensively, due to which 
he suffered from depression. He constantly 
requested people to stop as it was taking a toll 
on his mental health. You will never know that 
something that seems like a laughing stock to 
you may affect someone so deeply.

Memes for sure are the new tool to communica-
tion and expression but this matter also needs 
close investigation of how it has detrimental 
psychological effects. The pace at which memes 
spread does not consider the effects that it has 
on the community. No one cares about what 
message it spreads. We must take into account 
the effects memes may have on our and others' 
lives. 



The Romance of 
Unspoken Train Etiquettes

AUTHOR: SIYA VERNEKAR

The trains of Mumbai, or more commonly 
what is referred to as the heart of the city as 
per its locals, had once again stirred awake 
after a ten-month-long slumber as the city 
appeared to have emerged victorious from 
its COVID-19 battle. However, in spite of 
the decades it has spent loyally lugging 
people around the city, followed by months 
of self-transformation into patient care 
centers; imagine the shock of the unassum-
ing locomotive when it was the one being 
blamed for relapse in COVID-19 cases.

Backpack slung over your 
shoulder, beads of sweat roll-
ing down your forehead, and 
your one hand sticking out in 
front (ready on standby mode) 
to swat any line-cutter who 
dares to tread your path: If 
this didn’t immediately bring 
back a rush of Mumbai local 
memories, then it has de�nite-
ly been too long since you 
traveled in one.



If you’re thinking our beloved trains deserve 
better, then you’re on the right track – pun 
intended. After a year of most of us not having 
traveled in a local, here is a tribute to the local 
trains and its local people, and reliving the 
rules of life we all seemed to have learned 
without anyone ever telling us to…

1. You enter the station as a newbie, unaware 
of which station is where and how much the 
ticket costs. You automatically learn to pull up 
M-indicator on your phone instead of taking 
up the time of the man behind the ticket 
counter. Somehow you know that the rest of 
the people in line behind you are locals whose 
commute routine would be instantly disrupt-
ed if they were even a few seconds behind 
their schedule.

2. Clueless about which is your compartment, 
your train, or even your platform in the case of 
the colossal CSMT station with 18 platforms 
– your biological instinct kicks in and guides 
you to follow the footsteps of other social 
groups. If the crowd goes left, then chances 
are that left is most probably where you 
should be heading yourself. A few months 
later of following this technique, you witness 
a clueless �gure following your footsteps 
thinking you look like you know which way 
one should go… and just like that, you’re one 
of them now.



3. If you’ve ever thought that 
Mumbaikars are like rats in a race, 
then managing to get into one of 
the rush-hour trains is probably 
the de�ning moment of their run. 
After a few missed trains and the 
initial fear for your own life, you 
learn that you must make getting 
into that train your life’s mission 
and scurry past everyone and 
everything that gets between you 
and your goal. Once upon a time, 
were you skeptical whether 5 
inches of space between a man’s 
briefcase and an aunty’s clammy 
arm was enough for you to 
squeeze in between? Novice that 
you were, now you know better! 
Those 5 inches are nothing com-
pared to the 2 inches you have 
mastered over your years of expe-
rience. 4. You’re probably stuck standing 

near the train entrance in the very 
center of a crowd of people, each 
of whom seems to possess their 
own distinct accent and body odor. 
After taking a few days of this slow 
torture, your nose decides no more 
– it’s time to stand up for yourself! 
Eventually, you learn the prime 
order of seating arrangements: 
seat by the window at the back of 
the train, seat by the window else-
where, seat at the edge, and seat 
squished in the middle of two 
people. This is your new bible with 
which you rush past others to get a 
seat or what now seems compara-
ble to a throne for you.



5. Other than the big components mentioned above, 
there are also some small but equally imperative cues 
when it comes to dealing with other commuters. Firstly, 
if a passenger has fallen asleep with their bag placed 
next to you, the responsibility automatically falls on 
your shoulders to keep glancing at the bag in your 
peripheral vision to make sure no one steals it. Second-
ly, if you see someone wearing earphones, then in abso-
lutely no event should you disturb them. Even if you see 
someone walking away with that person’s bag, you let 
them know only after they have visibly completed 
enjoying their song – that’s just how life in a Mumbai 
local goes.

There you have it: the little parts of our train journeys 
which we often took for granted but, now, fondly 
remember the most. The next time you �nd yourself 
scurrying across a platform in a sea of other commuters 
at rush-hour: make sure you take a moment to realize 
that you are a part of a culture made of intricacies so 
small that they would be hard to put in words, while at 
the same time being something which is much bigger 
than ourselves.



College Life
AUTHOR: AMISHA PANCHAL,

Our GOLDEN YEARS were spent by us sleeping on our beds and pretending to 
study when our parents barged in,

How eventful right?!

As a �rst-year who was brought up watching Bollywood and who thought that the 
�rst day is always about your dupatta hooking into some guy's sleeve buttons or 
it's people randomly dancing a choreography they never practiced for or about 
crazy ragging cases, the reality wasn't that far behind.
On the �rst day where Rohit Sharma opened with Rinkiya ke Papa and Virat Kohli 
played along while playing Yeh Raashi, our COLLEGE LIFE started with quite a 
dramatic start.



We all opened our doors to the col-
lege chat group and collectively 
decided to make it all awkward only 
to replace the then awkward mes-
sages with comfortable and sweet 
nothings. While we found that our 
BMS batch was quite a bunch replete 
with chefs, singers, dancers, and 
Ultra Pro-lite memers, we all sensed 
a unique bond is formed. A bond free 
from any politics as of yet and a bond 
where everyone felt welcomed. 

Let's proceed to the events…
The only situations which made 
these monotonous hours exciting 
and looked forward to. I vividly 
remember ECell's Bidopoly, the 
event that channeled my inner Mo-
nopoly know-it-all. It was an amaz-
ing event and I ended up not being 
bankrupt so that counts for some-
thing right?!

The next event I remember is TBP's  
Social Hunt where my girls and I bagged 
the �rst prize. Guess those hours of 
stalking people indeed helped. It was a 
fun event where we put on our thinking 
hats and acted like Sherlock by using our 
phones as a way to crack the code…. 
LITERALLY.

As I went back down the memory lane, 
all these committees had presented 
themselves so brilliantly that we all were 
in a twist of minds for selecting only a 
few of them. I still remember how the 
entire class was stoked while listening to 
the NSS clap and how everyone was 
instantly lured towards NSS because of 
the great initiative it stood for and also 
for THE OH SO AMAZING TRIP that 
everyone wanted a part of. 



Soon the openings for all the committees were �lled out and that wasn't 
the end of our college's initiatives to make our year memorable. 

What came next was something we all wanted but never asked for….THE 
BUDDIES.
The day(rather night) we met our buddies I recollect loving the idea but 
being scared about talking out my fears and doubts to practically a 
stranger. All it took was 40 minutes of �ghting a mental war with myself 
to approach my buddy, who appeared to be a sweet and fun-loving 
senior. And till this date, I am so glad that I defeated my inner voice 
which debated against letting me speak up with my buddy because 
when I did word out my feelings to my buddy, everything seemed to 
align to place. All my doubts were answered by a stranger who has now 
turned into an inspiration. 
That's the thing I love about our college…

Usha Pravin Gandhi College is not just a college, it's an emotion; an emo-
tion that non-UPGites could never comprehend.



Keeping the current scenario in mind, our future depends on our ability to spur innova-
tion. This isn't the �rst time we are experiencing how innovation and technology are 
changing the way we work. But it is the �rst time when we are experiencing change at 
such a speed and scale. The exponential utilization of the available technologies we are 
experiencing today is what the world has never seen before. Also, the speed of the world 
transforming is astonishingly fast. In the past, a change took decades. But today, due to 
technology, we have the power to make a change instantly. Change is now just one viral 
content piece away! Now, no longer the large corporations are the center of change. 
We've con�gured a world that is highly democratized, which means today, anyone and 
everyone is powerful enough to make a change. Together, all of this has created a power-
ful wave of digital disruption. 

How To Keep Innovating 
in Today's Digital Age?

AUTHOR: PRIYANSHI SHAH



Some of the ways in which we can keep 
innovating are:

1)Become a better curator of ideas:

Idea curation is not a passive process. In 
today's era, curating different ideas (in 
Indian terms called 'Jugaad') can be 
your biggest strength. The more original 
and striking your ideas are, the more 
likely it is that your work will be suc-
cessful. Strong curation skills lead to 
more unique and creative ideas. Every 
day you should keep reading, listening, 
and try to �lter more and more informa-
tion. Create a mental �lter so you can 
choose what's relevant to you, and then 
you should organize key information 
within a context. Essentially, approach 
your daily consumption of content as a 
researcher would but with awareness 
and strategy.

2)Just do it:

Our mind becomes an 'echo 
chamber' if you allow it to be. 
Diversifying your mind would 
help you broaden your thinking. 
Make a concerted effort to 
broaden up your horizons. But 
remember not to overthink any-
thing. Overthinking could stop 
you from implementing more 
unique ideas that if implement-
ed could have made this world a 
better place to live in. So just do 
it if you feel like it. Always 
remember, there is a really thin 
line of 'taking action' between 
the successful and the 
not-so-successful.



4)Learn to articulate your ideas better:

Communication is the cornerstone of innovation. If you can articulate your ideas, those 
ideas would turn to your skills, and once you start showcasing your skills, Boom! That's 
where you will �nd success. If you can't articulate your ideas and if you struggle with lan-
guage, you wouldn't be able to engage in a discourse of value. Smart conversations are 
often what makes the ephemeral light bulb go off! If you don't even have a great idea but 
if you know how to present it well, you would bag the prize! So make your communication 
and presentation skills the key to your success!

Lastly, I would just like to say, surviving in today's competitive world is not easy but if you 
keep innovating, learning more about yourself, and just communicating your feelings and 
opinions better, you are surely going to �nd success soon in your life! The earth has never 
stopped moving, growing, evolving for anyone and neither should you.

3)Use technology strategically and mindfully:

Science has made the technology available to us easily, but it is on us how we make opti-
mum use of it. Why do you use Instagram? Or Twitter?  Or Facebook?  Is there a reason 
why you just checked your email for the 10th time? However, as humans, we are crea-
tures of memory and habit. However, innovation requires a combination of strategy and 
inspiration. Think about why and how you use technology in the way you do. If you con-
sume more content on social media than you create, then you should probably think 
about your consumption pattern. We should not underestimate the power of social 
media today. One viral content piece and you are going to be known across the globe. 
Sometimes just changing a simple pattern of thinking can lead to a big change.



Gift me a book. Not a new one, but the one 
whose pages have been �ipped by you 
before. The one whose every word has been 
read by your eyes. The book which was 
opened and smelled for the essence of its 
soothing rawness. Gift me the book which 
has traces of your �ngers running across its 
lines. The book which was clenched hard 
when you couldn't get out of the thrill of a 
chapter. Gift me the book which has experi-
enced you revisiting the same line after your 
thoughts trailed out of the pages. 

Gift Me A Book
AUTHOR: NUPUR RRAWAL

The book who has a few wet spots made of 
tears that found their home within the words. 
Gift me the book which has a bookmark that 
helped you �nd your way back in that world. 
The book which saw you fall asleep in the 
silence of the hour and spent the night by the 
reading lamp instead of the bookshelf. Gift 
me a book that has been through a journey 
of its own and has a story to tell along with 
that of the writer. 



“Hello 911”  (Female voice)
“Hello Ma'am, how may I help you”
“T- There is blood everywhere”
“We are tracking your number, please stay on the line with us”
“There is blood everywhere….from mouth, nose, eyes, and ears..”
“Ma'am please do not panic, our paramedics will be reaching you in some time”
“I-I…(inaudible)
“Please stay with us, Ma'am”
“Die…..”
(Phone hangs up)
----------

Hello 911
AUTHOR: SHARMEEN ZARIWALA



(1 month earlier)
Life is a series of dilemmas. As you are born, the dilemma of your name rises, or dilem-
ma of which school you'd choose, the dilemma of which boy to date. These dilemmas 
are solvable. But some dilemmas are better unsolved.
“I know Ouija boards are dangerous,
but I want to �nd the truth, what lives on the other side of the world, I want answers”
This was a huge mistake in my life, I was opening the gates of hell. Unaware, I was 
writing my end.
Over time, I played with the Ouija board six times, got no answers. I started to believe 
it's a toy. So I searched through the Wiccan dictionary and found out that a seance 
would be better. I planned to conduct the seance at 3 because the portals of humans 
and demons collide.
So I set my alarm, I closed my eyes, but I kept hearing noises, someone rocking a chair 
and a stick hitting the �oor. In the corner of my eye, I see a silhouette. It turned 
towards me and said, “Stop, never do it.” I asked what it meant but my sleep was 
broken by an alarm and it vanished.
For the seance, I �lled my room with red candles, focused, and called the entities to 
present themselves. I used an Ouija board for better communication. (Spoiler alert: 
bad idea)
“I am looking for entities of light and love, if you are an entity possessing love please 
show yourself, if you are not, horrible entities are not allowed.”

 



“I call upon thee entities of light and love, show yourself 
and provide me answers”
I felt a gush of wind and candles blew off.
 I know they are here.
“Who are you?”
“Julienne” spelled the Ouija board.
“Julienne Caster”
“Grandma…”
I got emotional, my grandma passed away when I was 5.
“I miss you, Grandma”
Grandma said, she is in pain, she wants to live with me 
and be happy. So I let her make my body her host. Now 
we are even closer.

As time passed, I got short-tempered, I ate 
food for �ve people. I was vegan but now I 
craved red meat. I could reach any length to 
satiate my hunger. My body had bruises on it, 
I hated sunlight. I used to sit inside my house 
with curtains closed all day.
Sometimes, I'd wake up while performing a 
ritual. My grandma would make a pentagram 
encircling me, with lemons and voodoo dolls. 
My house was covered with Pentagrams and 
Baphomet signs. In my bathroom window, 666 
was inscribed. 



I've had enough. I called grandma and asked her to leave. 
But she laughed, a vicious laugh. A laugh that I'd never 
forget. What have I done? I invited a demon into my body 
who was masquerading as my grandma. I performed an 
exorcism on myself but as soon as I did. My body started 
losing blood.
I immediately dialed 911,
“Hello 911”
(Female voice)
“Hello Ma'am, how may I help you”
“T- There is blood everywhere”
“We are tracking your number, please stay on the line with 
us”
“There is blood everywhere….. from mouth, nose, eyes, and 
ears..”
“Ma'am please do not panic, our paramedics will be reach-
ing you in some time”
“I-I…(inaudible)
“Please stay with us, Ma'am”
“Die…..”

(Phone hangs up)
My phone hung up, it was too late. I started quoting the old 
testament while my body was levitating in the air and get-
ting thrown at furniture. I was hoping for the paramedics to 
arrive soon. Suddenly, I got dropped on the �oor. For some 
time, it was quiet. The exorcism worked. Thank god!
I stood up to see guests waiting for me. My sharp pointy 
tandoori grill was high up in the air. I sprinted towards the 
door but I failed.
The grills pierced through my eyes, my stomach, and my 
knees. I fell on the �oor oozing ounces of blood and saying 
goodbye to myself. After I died, it was a long wait...a long 
wait to �nd a host.
But oh, a naive girl is playing with Ouija again. An open op-
portunity for me to feel at home.
“What's your name,” she asked
“Robert William,” I said
“Grandpa…” (sobbing)



Some say the years 2020 & 2021 were the years 
of the dead.
Some say it was of the living.
 
Some believe it was an alarm,
According to some, it was the �nal warning.
 
But I believe the past two years were the years 
of goodbye.
We said goodbye to so many things.
 
The blessed feeling of dine-in,
The heavenly smell of fresh popcorn,
Oxygen,
Loved ones.
 
But do you know what else we said goodbye to?
For a blinking moment, we said goodbye to 
indifference, ignorance, islamophobia, racism, 
misogyny, the line that separates us.
He, she, you, & me.
We said goodbye to everything that divided us 
because in the end, we realised no matter
who we are,
or where we come from,
when push comes to shove, we need each other.
 
And that story we read in our kindergarten 
days,
Of the father who gave each son a stick to 
break.
Taught us not just, “Divided blood falls, united 
blood rules”
But instead, that tale was for us to realize one 
simple thing,
“Divided we all fall but united we can overrule.”

'The Years of Goodbye
AUTHOR: ANAMTA AIBANI



The Situation around 
Crypto

A cryptocurrency is a form of payment that can be used online to use it as a medium to 
exchange goods and services. Many companies issue their currencies, they are called 
tokens, and these can be traded speci�cally for the goods or services that the company 
provides. You ought to exchange real currency for the cryptocurrency to access what 
you aim to receive.

Cryptocurrency uses Decentralized control. In layman's terms, Decentralization means 
that it is not controlled by an authority or a center. Makes it more democratic as there is 
no hosting company.
More than 6,700 different cryptocurrencies are traded publicly.

The total value of all cryptocurrencies on May 20, 2021, was more than $1.49 trillion, 
according to CoinMarketCap, and the total value of all bitcoins, the most popular digital 
currency (Bitcoin), was pegged at about $1.74 Trillion
Amongst the most popular ones are Bitcoin, Dogecoin, Ethereum, Tether, and more.
Bitcoin was the �rst cryptocurrency introduced.

AUTHOR: KEVAL VORA



But most of what happens with Crypto currency is about rediscovering �nancial his-
tory and re-creating the �nancial setup from scratch.

The biggest advantages of Crypto: 
You don’t need a trusted third party to verify a transaction.
It gives people more independence from existing institutions and allows for new 
capabilities.
Another important aspect of crypto is replication. Everyone gets a replica of the 
blockchain ledger and may thus keep track of all transactions.
Cryptocurrencies are easier to store, easier to move, easier to subdivide, cheaper in 
some ways, and more defensible than almost the other sort of money, gold, or com-
modity.

Countries banning cryptocurrencies are kicking themselves off of the upcoming 
decentralized Internet and therefore the future.
Permanence, Payments, and Permissionless programmability are the biggest advan-
tages and we're just falling off the race.

But India is still planning to ban it.

Crypto is at its core about rejecting the traditional �nancial system and replacing it with 
something different, something trust-less and disintermediated. Instead of relying on 
banks to hold and transfer your money for you, your money lives on a blockchain and 
you have got direct access thereto.



 
A Crypto ban can make the country a case of jeopardy. In a brief essay by Balaji S., he 
explains the following. 

National security: a ban hits good actors, not bad ones. First, as detailed above, you 
won't be able to ban bad actors from sending and receiving cryptocurrencies because 
(a) at the human level, bad actors won't comply with the law and (b) at the technical 
level, a ban would mean banning the internet and destroying all hard drives. Instead, 
what a ban would do is shut down all legal crypto exchanges and push crypto into the 
underground, expanding the space for bad actors to operate rather than contracting it. 
As the saying goes, if crypto is outlawed, only outlaws will use crypto. Millions of 
law-abiding Indians would comply with the law...but only grudgingly, knowing that 
friends and relatives were getting wealthy from crypto abroad, that other countries had 
legalized it, that the world was adopting it, and that they were being left out.

Consumer protection: taking away downside means taking away upside. Second, the 
upside of crypto more than compensates for the volatility. Just look at the charts: Bit-
coin and Ethereum are the best performing assets of all time, beating every startup of 
the 2010s, and globally accessible to virtually any investor – not just a few with the 
connections to get into great startups. So, while a digital rupee would take away the 
downside, it would also take away the upside. No one is getting rich holding an asset 
with zero volatility. Again, many Indians would try to �gure out ways to circumvent the 
ban, by going overseas, buying stakes in foreign companies with crypto exposure, or 
simply �outing the law. The state would be in the awkward position of preventing 
people from getting wealthier – the opposite of economic liberalization.

Poverty harms sovereignty. Just to linger on this point for the people who weigh the 
national security argument very heavily, it's worth remembering that poverty harms 
sovereignty. A poor India, or an India that is poorer than its rivals, is weak. That's why 
the Chinese have their saying: the backwards will be beaten.

So, let's suppose India closes itself off to crypto, tries to �rewall the �nancial internet. 
What happens then? It's not banned worldwide, as noted above. And so, your country 
just becomes relatively poorer over time. The total market capitalization of all crypto-
currencies right now has risen from $0 to $1T in a decade. Some of the subareas within 
crypto-like de�ned are at $30B and rising vertically. You don't normally see something 
that big growing that fast. If crypto rose from even $1T to "just" $10T in another 10 
years, India (with annual GDP of $3T) would lose out on its share of $9T in crypto 
appreciation alone.
Thus, even if the only goal is national security, you could buy a lot of defense infrastruc-
ture with that money. There are cheaper and more surgical ways to identify bad actors 
than a "ban"; just allow well-lit, regulated crypto exchanges rather than criminalizing a 
technology that helps Indians build wealth and strengthen the country.



Crypto will win sooner or later. If India bans now, Indians' 
knowledge on this area will be backlogged and when India 
�nally regulates/unbans, it will have already lost billions of 
potential revenues which it would have gotten otherwise.
 Blockchain is a technology that has been practiced there for 
quite over 10 years now. We have been skeptical, but more 
and more adoption of the tech just proves that it'll thrive.
 Cryptocurrencies will create a �fth protocol layer powering 
the subsequent generation of the web.
 
Conclusion
 Banning crypto is banning money from the future. Does it 
have risks? Sure, but a regulated crypto exchange can be 
bene�cial to the investors as well as the country. The myth 
surrounding Bitcoin is that the rupee is going to be devalued. 
No, it will not! A look at bitcoin the way gold is looked at as 
an investment commodity is necessary. A framework exists 
which has helped gold have the $10 trillion value which it 
holds today. A similar framework could be designed for bit-
coin to reach a middle ground that will help promote trade 
exchanges, help India be a pacesetter in cryptocurrencies 
and not treat them with an ignorant ban.



cc

I wish there was a world, a separate place.
Where there was love without sel�sh aim.
People without sel�sh pain.
 
Where Valentine’s Day was a day of sharing hearts,
And not breaking one.
Where friendship wasn’t on sale,
Given to the highest bidder.
Where humanity wasn’t on a sniper’s trigger.
 
I wish there was a place where I could go,
Just be myself & not a penny more.
So when I asked a penny for your thought,
All I got were rotten, silent sobs.
 
So yes, humanity is dying,
While we are lying.
Surrounded by fake smiles, adrenaline, masked people 
& lost cases.
 
And while we �x our crowns, marked with red, with pride.
And sit on our thrones, ready to rule upon this world,
There’s a need to realize that soon there might not be a world.
 
No one has an answer to this, not you or me.
This world is not a fairy tale with a magic tree.
It’s Male�cent’s jungle,
With lost creatures and loud thunder.
 
It’s a place where we plan tomorrow but forget to live today.
Plans consisting of I, me & myself, and nobody else.
If this continues, there will come a dark moon.
The Earth shall not turn,
And we shall all burn.
 
There will come a day when the next generation shall say,
“There was once a world.
Where there was no love without sel�sh aim.
Lost & gone people, all who caused sel�sh pain.”

I Wish...
AUTHOR: ANAMTA AIBANI
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